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Fine Arts and Applied Arts are two branches of art. They differ in purpose
and function and mechanics. The points below show the difference with
examples.

Purpose (4 marks)

Purpose means the reason a work of art is made. Fine Arts are made for
beauty and self expression. The artist creates to express feelings and ideas.
The work gives aesthetic pleasure to the viewer. It has no practical use. Its
value lies in the feeling it creates. Applied Arts are made for a useful
purpose. Beauty and design serve a practical job. The work must be useful
as well as beautiful. Its value lies in its use.

Function (3 marks)

Function means the role art plays in life and society. Fine Arts serve the
mind and the emotions. They are shown in galleries and museums. They
keep culture alive. They speak to the individual viewer. Their value is
personal and cultural. Applied Arts serve daily life and industry and trade.
People use them every day in homes and shops and offices. Their value is
judged by how well they work. They make daily life easy and pleasant.

Mechanics (3 marks)

Mechanics means the tools and materials and processes used to make the
work. Fine Arts use free tools like brush and canvas and chisel and clay.
The artist controls each step by hand. Each piece is unique. No two pieces
are the same. Applied Arts use measured tools and machines and fixed
processes. Materials are chosen for strength and use. The work often
follows a client brief and set sizes. It is made in many copies.

Examples (3 marks)

Examples make the difference clear. Fine Arts examples are an oil painting
of a landscape and a marble sculpture and a calligraphy panel made as art.
Each one is made for beauty alone. Applied Arts examples are a clay pot
and a printed fabric design and a wooden chair and a poster and a building
design. Each one is made for use as well as beauty.
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