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And remember when Luqma—n said to his son, and he used to advise him, “O my son! Never
ascribe anything as a partner to Allah; indeed ascribing partners to Him is a tremendous
injustice.” (13)_And We ordained upon man concerning his parents; his mother bore him

enduring weakness upon weakness, and his suckling is up to two years - therefore be
thankful to Me and to your parents; ﬂnally towards Me is the return.(Lugman: 13,14)

30 £18p wigin glixin e i}““d 3 SUglasalgyy Ve 9,04_4.\. Ity aglland maal glliey agl ocalgl U,a.llu K
And those who accepted faith and did good deeds — We will indeed relieve their sins and reward them for
the best of their deeds. (7)_And upon man We ordained kindness towards parents (Al-Ankabut: 7,8)
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“O our Lord! And forgive me, and my parents, and all the Muslims on the day when the account will be
establlshed (Ibraheem:41)
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He said, “My Lord! Inspire me to be thankful for the favours you bestowed upon me and my parents
(Alahgaf:15)
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“Worship AIIah and join none with Him |nworsh|p, and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans
Al- Masaakeen (the poor), the neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the
companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands
possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful” [4: 36].
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http://tanzil.net/#trans/en.ahmedraza/19:12
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http://tanzil.net/#trans/en.ahmedraza/29:7
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"And your Lord has commanded that you shall not serve (any) but Him, and goodness to
your parents. If either or both of them reach old age with you, say not to them (so much as)
neither ‘Off’ (an utterance showing disgust) nor chide them, and speak to them a generous
word. And make yourself submissively gentle to them with compassion, and say: O my
Lord! Have compassion on them, as they brought me up (when | was) little." [17: 23 24]
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O People who Believe! Be firm in establlshlng Justlce giving witness for Allah, even if it
is  harmful to

yourselves or
parents
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And do not kill your children, fearing poverty; We shall prowde sustenance to them as weII as to
you
(Banilsraeel: 31)

Ahdith of Lesson 13
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The Prophet said: "May his nose be rubbed in dust, may his nose be rubbed in dust, may his
nose be rubbed in dust i.e. May he humiliated, (He said this thrice), who found his parents,
one or both, approaching old age, but did not enter Paradise." [Muslim].
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Abu Usaid relates that they were sitting with the Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon him) when a
man of the BaniSalamah tribe came and said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Is there anything, by means
of which, | can now do something by way of benevolence towards my parents after their death?'
The Prophet answered: 'Yes, by praying for them and soliciting (Allah's) mercy and forgiveness for
them, fulfilling their promises and undertakings, doing kindness to those who may be related to

you through them, and respecting their
friends. [Abu
Dawood].
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Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Amr: Allah's Apostle said. "It is one of the greatest sins that a man
should curse his parents." It was asked (by the people), "O Allah's Apostle! How does a man

curse his parents?" The Prophet said, "The man abuses the father of another man and the
latter abuses the father of the former and abuses his mother."
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"He, who is not merciful to our youngsters and does not fulfil the rights of our elderly, is not one of us."
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LESSON 14

BROTHERHOOD
Definition of Brotherhood

As understood in the Esoteric Philosophy, and which a sublime natural fact of

universal Nature is, does not signify merely sentimental unity, or a simple political or social
co-operation. Its meaning is incomparably wider and profounder than this. The sense
inherent in the words in their widest tenor or purport is the Spiritual Brotherhood of all Beings;

particularly, the doctrine implies that all human beings are inseparably linked together, not
merely by the bonds of emotional thought or feeling, but by the very fabric of the universe
itself, all men, as well as all beings, both high and low and intermediate, spring forth from the
inner and spiritual Sun of the universe, as its hosts of spiritual rays. We all come from this
one source, that spiritual Sun, and are all builders of the same life-atoms on all the various

planes.
Brotherhood in Islam

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and blessings and peace be upon our
Prophet Muhammad and upon all his Family and Companions.

Brotherhood in Islam has a glorious meaning, Islam established deep roots for it.
Allah (S.W.T) says (Interpretation of the meaning): "The believers are nothing else than
brothers (in Islamic religion)."

A Muslim always keeps a favorable judgment towards his Muslim brothers and works
hard to defend their honor. Abu Huraira (May Allah be pleased with him) said: The
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Beware of suspicion, for suspicion is the worst of false
tales. Do not look for other's faults. Do not spy one another, and do not practice Najsh
(means to offer a high price for something in order to allure another customer who is
interested in the thing). Do not be jealous of one another and do not nurse enmity against
one another. Do not sever ties with one another. Become the slaves of Allah, and be
brothers to one another as He commanded. A Muslim is the brother of a Muslim. He should
neither oppress him nor humiliate him. The piety is here! The piety is here!". While saying so
he pointed towards his chest. "It is enough evil for a Muslim to look down upon his Muslim
brother. All things of a Muslim are inviolable for his brother in Faith: his blood, his wealth
and his honor. Verily, Allah does not look to your bodies nor to your faces but He looks to
your hearts and your deeds."

A Muslim does not have any priority on his Muslim brother; they are as equal as the
teeth of a comb. There is no superiority at all except on the basis of fear of Allah (S.W.T)
and good deeds. Prophet (Blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “The lives of all
Muslims are equal, they are all one hand against others, and the lowliest of them can
guarantee their protection. A Muslim must not be killed for an infidel, nor must one who has
been given covenant be killed while his covenant holds. A Muslim always soft nature for a
Muslim and will be kind and humble to the believers. Allah says (Interpretation of the
meaning): "Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those who are with him are severe
against disbelievers, and merciful among themselves. Allah will bring a people whom He
will love and they will love Him, humble towards the believers, stern towards the
disbelievers."

Equality of Mankind

God created a human pair to herald the beginning of the life of Mankind on the earth
and all persons inhabiting this world today have sprung from this pair. For some time in the
initial stage the progeny of this pair reminded a single group. It had one religion and spoke
the same language. There were little or no differences among them.

But as their numbers gradually increased, they spread all over the earth and as a
natural result of their diversification and growth was divided into various tribes, and
nationalities. Their languages became different; their modes of dress varied; and their
manners of living also became distinct from one another. The climate and environment of
various places altered their color and physical features. All these differences are natural
variations.

They do exist in the world of reality. Hence, Islam recognizes them as matters of fact.
It does not seek to wipe out or to ignore them but affirms that their advantages consist in
affording the only possible
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means of distinguishing one from the other. But the prejudices which have arisen among
mankind out of these differences in the shape of groupings and organizations based on
race, color, language, nationality, etc. are disapproved by Islam. Islam regards all
distinctions of birth, of high and low among men, of upper and lower classes, of natives of



the soil and aliens as the manifestation of sheer ignorance. It declares that all men in the
world have sprung from the same parents and therefore are brothers and equal in their
status as human beings.

After propounding this concept of equality and brotherhood of mankind, Islam adds
that if there can be any real difference between men and men it cannot be one of race, color,
country or language, but of ideas, beliefs and principles. Two children of the same mother,
though they may be equal from the point of view of common ancestry, will have to go their
different ways in life if their beliefs and moral conduct differ from one another. On the
contrary two persons, one being in the East and the other in the West, even thought
geographically and outwardly separated from one another by vast distances, will tread the
same path in life if they have identified fundamental tenet. Islam seeks to build a principled
and ideological society as against the racial, national and parochial societies existing in the
world. The basis of co-operative effort among men in such a society is not one's birth but a
creed and a moral principle. Anyone, if he beliefs in God as his Master and Lord and accepts
the guidance of the Prophets as the law of his life, can join this community, whether he is a
resident of American or Africa; whether he is black in color or white-skinned; whether he
speaks a European language or Arabic. All those who join this community will have the
same rights and social status. They will not be subjected to any racial, national, or class
distinctions of any kind. No one will be regarded as high or low. There will be no
unsociability among them; none could be polluted by the touch of anyone's hand. There will
be no handicaps for them in the matter of material relations, eating and drinking, and social
contacts. None will be looked down as lowly or mean by reason of his birth or profession.
Nobody will claim any distinctive rights by virtue of his caste, community or ancestry. Man's
merit will not depend on his family connections or riches, but only on whether he is better
than others in moral conduct or excels others in piety and righteousness.

Such a social order, out stepping the geographical boundaries and limits of race,
color and language as it does, can spread itself in all parts of the world and on its
foundations can be raised the edifice of the universal brotherhood of men.

In societies based on race or nationality, only those people can join who belong to a
particular race or country and the door is closed in the face of all those who do not belong
to them. But in this ideological society anyone who accepts the creed and its moral
standard can become its member, possessing equal right with everyone else. As for those
who do not accept this creed, the community, while it cannot receive them within its fold, is
prepared to have relations of tolerance and brotherhood with them and give them all the
basic human rights. It is evident that if two children of the same mother differ in their
thoughts, their ways of life will necessarily be different in any case; but this does not,
however, imply that they cease to be brothers. Exactly in the same manner, if two groups of
human beings or two groups of the people living in the same country differ in their
fundamental beliefs and principles and ideology, their social order will also certainly differ
from one another, although they will continue to share the common ties of humanity.
Hence, the Islamic society offers to non-Muslim societies and groups the maximum social
and cultural rights that can possibly be accorded on the basis of common bonds of
humanity.

Human Rights in Islam

Since God is the Absolute and the sole Master of men and the universe, He is the
Sovereign Lord, the Sustainer and Nourisher, the Merciful, Whose mercy enshrines all
beings. And since He has given each man human dignity and honor, and breathed into him
of His own spirit, it follows that, united in Him and through Him, men are substantially the
same and no tangible and actual distinction can be made among them.

Although an Islamic state may be set up in any part of the earth, Islam does not seek
to restrict human rights or privileges to the geographical limits of its own state. Islam has
laid down some universal fundamental rights for humanity as a whole, which are to be
observed and respected under all circumstances whether he is at peace with the Islamic
state or outside it, whether he is at peace with the state or at war. The Qur'an very clearly
states:
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"0 ye who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not
the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from Justice. Be just: that
is next to piety." (5:8)

Human blood is sacred in any case and cannot be spilled without justification. And if
anyone violates this sanctity of human blood by killing a soul without justification, the Quran
equates it to the killing of entire mankind:

“Who slays a soul not to retaliate for a soul slain, nor for corruption done in the land, should
be as if he had slain mankind altogether." (5:32)

It is not permissible to oppress women, children, old people, the sick or the wounded.
Women's honor and chastity are to be respected under all circumstances. The hungry

73



person must be feed, the naked clothed and the wounded or diseased treated medically
irrespective of whether they belong to the Islamic community or are from amongst its
enemies.

When we speak of human rights in Islam we really mean that these rights have been
granted by God; they have not been granted by any king or by any legislative assembly. The
rights granted by the kings or the legislative assemblies can also be withdrawn in the same
manner in which they are conferred.

The same is the case with the rights accepted and recognized by the dictators. They
can confer them when they please and withdraw them when they wish; and they can openly
violate them when they like. But since in Islam human rights have been conferred by God,
no legislative assembly in the world or any government on earth has the right or authority to
make any amendment or change in the rights conferred by God.

No one has the right to abrogate them or withdraw them. Nor the basic human rights,
which are conferred on paper for the sake of show and exhibition and denied in actual life
when the show is over. Nor are they like philosophical concepts, which have no sanctions
behind them.

The charter and the proclamations and the resolutions of the United Nations cannot
be compared with the rights sanctioned by God; because the former is not applicable on
anybody while the latter is applicable on every believer. They are a part and parcel of the
Islamic Faith.

Every Muslim or administrators, who claim to be Muslims, will have to accept,
recognize and enforce them. If they fail to enforce them, and start denying the rights that
have been guaranteed by God or make amendments and changes in them, or practically
violate them while paying lip service to them, the verdict of the Holy Quran for such
government is clear and unequivocal;

"If any do fail to judge by what Allah hath revealed, they are Unbelievers." (5:44)
Human Rights in an Islamic State:

The Security of life and Property: In the address which the Prophet delivered on the
occasion of the Farewell Hajj, he said; "Your lives and properties are forbidden to one
another till you meet your Lord on the day of Resurrection." The Prophet has also said about
the zimmis (the non-Muslim citizens of the Muslim state): "One who kills a man under
covenant (i.e., zimmi) will not even smell the fragrance of Paradise."

The Protection of Honor: The Holy Quran lays down:

i). "You, who believe, do not let one (set of) people make fun of
another set." ii). "Do not defame one another."
iii). "Do not insult by using nicknames."

"Do not backbite or speak of one another."

(49:11-12) Sanctity and Security of Private

Life:

The Qur'an has laid down the

injunction. i). "Do not spy on one

another." (49:12)

ii). "Do not enter any houses unless you are sure of their occupant's consent.”
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The Security of Personal Freedom: Islam has laid down the principle that no citizen
can be imprisoned unless his guilt has been proved in an open court. To arrest a man only
on the basis of suspicion and to throw him into a prison without proper court proceedings
and without providing him a reasonable opportunity to produce his defense is not

permissible in Islam.
The Right to Protest against Tyranny:

Amongst the rights that Islam has conferred on human beings is the right to protest
against government's tyranny. Referring to it the Quran says: "God does not love evil talk in

public unless it is by someone who has been injured thereby."

In Islam, as has been argued earlier, all power and authority belongs to God, and with
man there is only delegated power which becomes a trust; everyone who becomes a
recipient or a donor of such a power has to stand in awful reverence before his people

towards whom and for whose sake he will be called upon to use these powers.



Freedom of Expression:

Islam gives the right of freedom of the though and expression to all citizens of the
Islamic state on the condition that it should be used for the propagation of virtue and truth
and not for spreading evil and wickedness. The Islamic concept of freedom of expression is
many superior to the concept prevalent in the West.

Freedom of Association:

Islam has also given people the right to freedom of association and formation of
parties or organizations. This right is also subject to certain general rules.

Freedom of Conscience and Conviction:
Islam has laid down the injunction: There should be no coercion in the matter of faith."

On the contrary totalitarian societies totally deprive the individuals of their freedom.
Indeed this undue exaltation of the state authority curiously enough postulates a sort of
servitude, of slavishness on the part of man. Protection of Religious Sentiments: Along with
the freedom of conviction and freedom of conscience Islam has given the right to the
individual that his religious sentiments will be given due respect and nothing will be said or
done which may encroach upon his right.

Protection from Arbitrary Imprisonment:

Islam also recognizes the right of the individual that he will not be arrested or
imprisoned for the offences of others. The Holy Quran has laid down this principle clearly:

"No bearer of burdens shall be made to bear the burden of

another." The Right to Basic Necessities of Life:

Islam has recognized the right of the needy people that help and assistance will be provided to
them:

"And in their wealth there is acknowledged right for the needy and the
destitute." Equality before Law:

Islam gives its citizens the right to absolute and complete equality in the eyes of the law.
Rulers Not Above the Law:

A woman belonging to a high and noble family was arrested in connection with theft.
The case was brought to the Prophet, and it was recommended that she might be spared
the punishment of theft. The Prophet replied, "The nations that lived before you were
destroyed by God because they punished the common-man for their offences and let their
dignitaries go unpunished for their crimes; | swear by Him Who holds my life in His hand
that even if Fatima, the daughter of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), had
committed this crime, | would have amputated her hand." The Right to participate in the
Affairs of State:
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"And their business is (conducted) through consultation among themselves." (42:38).

The shura or the legislative assembly has no other meaning except that:

The executive head of the government and the members of the assembly should be
elected by free and independent choice of the people.

Lastly, it is to be made clear that Islam tries to achieve the above-mentioned human
rights and many others not only by providing certain legal safeguards but mainly by inviting
mankind to transcend the lower level of animal life to be able to go beyond the mere ties
fostered by the kinship of blood, racial superiority, linguistic arrogance, and economic
privileges. It invites mankind to move on the plane of existence where, by reason of his inner
excellence, man can realize the ideal of the Brotherhood of man.

Verses of lesson 14
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The Muslims are brothers to each other.(Alhujrat: 10)
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0 mankind! Fear your Lord Who created you from a single soul and from it created its spouse (Alnisa:1)
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And remember Allah’s favour on you, that when there was enmity between you, He created
affection between your hearts, so due to His grace you became like brothers to each other;
and you were on the edge of a pit of fire (hell), so He saved you from it (AI i-lmran: 103)
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And do not spread turmoil in the earth after its reform (Al-A'raf: 56)
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And if two groups of Muslims fight against each other, reconcile them; and if one of them’
oppresses the other, fight against the oppressor till it returns to the command of Allah; then
if it returns, reconcile between them with justice, and be fair; indeed Allah loves the
equitable (Alhujrat: 9)

53 ydara duly, 55 20830
And do not let the enmity of anyone tempt you not to do justice.( Al-Ma'ida: 8)
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And do not walk haughtily on the earth; you can never split the earth, nor be as high
as the hills. (Al-Isra:37)

j};d. azsl ég.)émgo bﬁgxlu J'SJ. J:‘;pi,}:’f 124l 53 Jsuu)spa.i{n
And do not slander one another; would any’one afhong you like to eat the flesh of his dead
brother? So you will hate that. (Al-Hujurat :12)
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A Muslim is the brother of a Muslim. He should neither oppress him nor humiliate him. The
piety is here! The piety is here

oSoigl eals dlll 5615l
And O slaves of Allah! Become brothers.
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“A Muslim is a brother of (another) Muslim, he neither wrongs him nor does hand him over
to one who does him wrong. If anyone fulfills his brother’s needs, Allah will fulfill his needs;
if one relieves a Muslim of his troubles, Allah will relieve his troubles on the Day of

Resurrection; and if anyone covers up a Muslim (his sins), Allah will cover him up (his sins)
on the Resurrection Day”. [Al-Bukhari and Muslim)].

fiay 151 1Yaliy slalgal
Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or he is oppressed (Bukhari)


http://tanzil.net/#trans/en.ahmedraza/49:12
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LESSON 15
HONESTY AND OBLIGATION
Definition of Honesty

* Honesty is the quality of being truthful and able to be trusted.

* If someone places/puts their trust in you, they believe that you are honest and reliable.
That is, that you will do the right thing.

+ Definition of Obligation
* The requirement to do what law, promise, or contract imposes; a duty.

* In its general and most extensive sense, obligation is synonymous with duty. In a more
technical meaning, it is a tie which binds us to pay or to do something agreeably to the
laws and customs of the country in which the obligation is made.

* "When honesty is lost, then wait for the Hour (Doomsday)' SahihBukhari.
Narrated Abu Huraira:

While the Prophet was saying something in a gathering, a Bedouin came and asked him,
"When would the Hour (Doomsday) take place?" Allah's Apostle continued his talk, so some
people said that Allah's Apostle had heard the question, but did not like what that Bedouin
had asked. Some of them said that Allah's Apostle had not heard it. When the Prophet
finished his speech, he said, "Where is the questioner, who enquired about the Hour
(Doomsday)?" The Bedouin said, "Il am here, O Allah's Apostle." Then the Prophet said,
"When honesty is lost, then wait for the Hour (Doomsday)." The Bedouin said, "How will that
be lost?" The Prophet said, "When the power or authority comes in the hands of unfit
persons, then wait for the Hour (Doomsday.)"

Honesty and Social Growth

Honesty really is the best policy and quite rightly so. It is one of the most important and
valuable of all moral values, but unfortunately has now been placed on the backburner of our
character priorities.

The absence of truthfulness is widespread and afflicts people near and far, young and
old, men and women, and employees and employers; whether we admit or not, the lack of it
does us great harm. One of the Prophet's miracles is that he foretold the loss of honesty at the
end of time. He, [sallalalhuaalyhewa salaam (SAWS)] says, "Then people sell things to each
other, and hardly anyone acts in honesty, so much that people say to each other, 'In the clan of
such and-such, there is an honest man." (Bukhari)

And looking within our society today that prophecy is evident, as honest merchants
are few and far between. Honesty plays such an important role in the lives of individuals and
society and because of that Islam associates it with belief, considering it one of the greatest
attributes of faith. Anas said, "We heard Allah's Prophet, (SAWS) say, ‘A man who does not
keep his vow has no faith." (Ahmed).

Islam's concept of honesty is wide and comprehensive. It covers the personal, family,
social, economic, and political aspects of life.

As well as other aspects that are related to the obligations Allah puts forth in the
following example in the Qur'an,

“Indeed, We offered the Trust to the heavens and the earth and the mountains, and they
declined to bear it and feared it; but man (undertook to) bear it. Indeed, he was unjust and
ignorant." (33: 72).

Interpreters of the Qur'an state that "trust” in this context include all of the obligations
under Islamic Law and also all of the divine instructions to people.

One of the most significant forms of honesty today is verbal honesty, which means
being absolutely truthful and sincere when uttering a word or a statement. Allah's Messenger,
(SAWS) once told Mu'az Ibn Jabal, "Hold this!" pointing to his tongue. Mu'aath asked, "Are we
responsible for what we say?"
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The Prophet, (SAWS) said, "Are people not turned around in Hellfire, with their nostrils (or their
faces) to the ground, only as a consequence of (what they say with) their tongues?" (Ahmed



and Tirmidhi).

One aspect of truthfulness in speech is the avoidance of exaggerated flattery, which is
not the same as legitimate humoring. Ibnul-Qayyim distinguishes between the two by saying,
"Humoring is being gentle with a person to get the truth out of him, or to make him renounce
falsehood. Flattery, meanwhile, is being gentle with a person and approving falsehood of his
or letting him have his way. Thus gentleness is an attribute of believers, and flattery is an
attribute of hypocrites."

The Companion of the Prophet, Abdullah Ibn Masoud, was quoted as saying; "A man
may go out of his house, taking his faith along with him. He meets a man with whom he has
some business and he starts saying, 'You are this' and you are that, praising and
commending him with false statements, and he might get nothing from that man in return.
He goes back home, having incurred Allah's wrath and with nothing of his faith left with him."

So the case in point, flattery will get you nowhere in the context of our Deen (religion).

On the other hand, one of the most outstanding forms of honesty in the contemporary
world for a Muslim is to perform work with which he/she is entrusted with complete honesty
and integrity. In doing so, he is being dutiful to his Lord, who knows the smallest details of his
life and who also distinguishes between a corrupt person and an upright one. This type of
person is concerned with and preparing for the time when he will be answering and
accounting for this life in the Hereafter, rather than his immediate desires of the moment.

However, and unfortunately so, that character type is not typical in the Muslim world,
or any other for that matter. Administrative corruption in many offices in the Islamic world is
nothing but betrayal of trust, and procrastination in performing one's tasks and meeting one's
responsibilities.

It is reported that Allah's Messenger, (SAWS) appointed a collector of charity. When
that man finished his job, he said, "Allah's Messenger, this is for you, and this was given to me
as gift." The Prophet, (SAWS) said, "Why do you not stay in the house of your father and
mother and see if you get any gifts?" In the evening after salah (prayer), the Prophet, (SAWS)
said, "By Him Who has Muhammad's soul in His hand, anyone of you who garners anything of
it will come of the Day of Resurrection carrying it around his neck. If it is a camel, he will have
it with him, with the camel bawling; if a cow, it will be mooing; if a sheep, it will be wailing. Oh
Allah, I have delivered the message." (Bukhari and Muslim).

A very noteworthy and admirable form of honesty is the placement of every person in
the right place according to their individual ability, and giving qualified, experienced, and
honest people positions suitable for them, where they can excel and be creative. It is a grave
social injustice to place dishonest persons in decision-making position when there are others
who are honest, proficient and capable of meeting the requirements of the job.

The worst societies are those in which tasks are entrusted to people who do not have
the skills and the talent needed to perform them, and have no inclination to them. A Bedouin
once asked Allah's Messenger, (SAWS) "When will the Hour (of Resurrection) come?" The
Prophet, (SAWS) said, "If honesty is lost, expect the Hour!" The Bedouin asked, "How is it
lost?" The Prophet, (SAWS) said, "When things are entrusted to people unfit to them, expect
the Hour! (Bukhari).

In contrast, the best society, with the highest productivity in both quantities, is that
which assigns individuals to tasks, services, and activities in accordance with their abilities,
inclinations, choices, talents, experience, and qualifications.

In addition to the grave damages suffered by society and public interests when a
non-qualified person is appointed to a position, such an appointment is a betrayal of Allah,
His Messenger, and the faithful. The Prophet (SAWS) said, "A person betrays Allah, His
Messenger, and the Faithful when he appoints a person as a governor of some people when
they have those who would please Allah better," i.e., they are better and more qualified than
him."

Thus, the place of honesty in Islam is well demonstrated. Proving that in all aspects,
its influence in the progress of society is essential to our well-being and that of our daily lives.
Without it, our world would
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be anarchy and chaos; words would be meaningless, promises deceit rampant and only the
worst of people would prosper.

But with our faith to lean on, we can feel comfort in knowing that in the world there
are still many who value honesty and integrity, swearing to tell the whole truth and nothing
but the truth; so help them and all of us, Allah.

Importance of Honest Livelihood



Man's power of speech is a great gift from God. Through the vocal means of
communication he is in a position to convey his ideas to others. The progress of human
civilization is due to man's ability to understand and appreciate collective problems and to
find out their solution through mutual consultation and consensus.

The purpose of a society built on the basis of such mutual communication is to live in
peace, harmony and comfort. But a greater gift of Allah than speech is wisdom; the faculty to
think and make decisions, to discover, to create and to invent. God has made man His
vicegerent on earth. This means that man enjoys an unquestioned dominance over every
other living creature and has the power to discover the elements, hidden and openly visible on
earth to harness him or her into the service of all human beings. Besides Allah has given men
and women the power of judgment to enable him to distinguish between the good and the bad
so that he may choose for himself the straight path and prepare himself for the Hereafter.

Let us reflect upon this for a while. Since men/women are the finest of God's
creatures endowed with many faculties, which other living creatures do not have, it is
expected of men/women that they should manifest their superiority through his/her actions.
We know in our daily observation that an animal, when hungry or thirsty would eat or drink
whatever it finds and wherever it is. It cannot distinguish that whether the water or food
found by it is permissible for it or not

But human beings are supposed to ensure that the sources of their livelihood even
food and drinking water are permitted to them or not and whether the food and drink being
served to them have been procured by honest and lawful means or not. Early Muslims were
honest down to earth.

There was a Muslim 'Wali', Dahb Ibn Al Waleed. He had made a point to make sure that the
source of their (Rizk) livelihood was honest and lawful. The incident shown below is an eye
opener indeed.

Once his mother gave him milk to drink. He enquired about its source of milk supply,
the price etc. His mother told him everything. Still he refused to drink on the plea that the
pasture on which the goat had grazed was the one upon which Muslims had no right
whatsoever. He told his mother that, "Verily God is Merciful and Compassionate and bestows
his compassion upon us and | (The Wali) cannot soil His compassion with sin".

From the above instance we can deduce that the importance of honest livelihood that
essentially means the instance men/women earn through the rightful and honest means
without any foul or impermissible means. Islam is not against accumulation of wealth but on
the condition that the welfare of the family and society is kept in view. No dishonest means
like exploitation or infringement upon others' rights and preferences are employed.

The overriding principle is any income which causes loss or inconvenience to any other
person is prohibited, both at individual and collective levels. All sources of income that are
based on mutual benefit and welfare and conform with the principles of social justice and
equality are permitted.

The Holy Qur'an has explicitly enunciated this principle as follows:

"0 ye who believelSquander not your wealth among yourselves in vanity, except it be a trade
by mutual consent, and kill not one another. Lo! Allah is ever Merciful unto you. Whoso doeth
that through aggression and injustice, we shall cast him into Fire, and that is ever easy for
Allah." (4:29-30)

The illegal and prohibited means include bribery, usurpation of others' belongings, stealing,
defalcation, breach of trust, depriving orphans of their rights, using false measure and
weights, vices, making and selling of liquors and other intoxicants, gambling, fortune telling
and usury.

Income earned through these and similar sources are totally prohibited by Islam. The
best source is by toiling physically and shedding his/own sweat and working as per schedule
without wasting time. Any
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earning hurting others or impinging upon the rights of others is a horrific sin. Muslims should
always pray to Allah for showing the rightful means of earning.

Contentment and personal integrity are the two basic elements for honest livelihood.
Contentment means that one should keep one's desires and needs within limits and should
not succumb to worldly temptations. To be thankful to Allah and to be conscious of Allah's
omniscience are bound to lead to rightful means of earning. Contentment and rightful
earnings are the milestones of the right path and righteousness.

What Does Obeying Parents Mean?

Abdullah Ibn Umar narrated that the Prophet (S.A.W) told a person that one who
awoke in the morning as obedient to his parents, according to the commandments of
Almighty Allah, was like one who found two doors opened for him in Heaven. And he will
find one door opened if any one of his parents was alive. But one, who broke the day as




disobedient to his parents defying the orders of Allah the Almighty, was like one who found
the two doors opened for him in Hell. And he will find one door opened if any one of his
parents was alive.

The man asked the Prophet (S.A.W), if one should be obedient to his parents even if
they were insensible to him? The Prophet (S.A.W), replied, "Yes, even if they are insensible;
yes, even if they are insensible; yes, even if they are insensible."

Parents are to be obeyed in matters that are permitted in Islam whether they demand
you to perform them or to leave them, as long as it does not endanger your life or limb. If
they order you to commit as act of disobedience - whether it be to leave something
obligatory (like hijaab) or to commit something haram (like dealing in interest) there is no
obedience to them. If they order you to leave something mustahab (like giving up the night
prayer or recitation of the Qur'an) for some benefit they may get out of it, like
companionship, then it is obligatory to obey them. If they order you to leave the fardkifayah
(like washing a dead body, or offering the funeral prayer on it, or Jihad, etc.) and there is no
one else to do it or not enough people to do it, then they are not to be obeyed. If enough
people are taking care of the matter, then they must be obeyed.

Even though obedience is crucial to being a good Muslim and in fulfilling our duty to
Allah, it should be clear that its objectives are to show kindness and achieve better
individuals, families and society. Common sense good interest must prevail. Here are two
examples to ponder:

1- Going for Jihad: The lengthy discussions of the scholars on this point can be
summarized as follows: If the Jihad has become fard aim (obligation on every individual
Muslim), then obedience to the parents is over-ruled and Jihad requirements must be
fulfilled. This rule is general for all obligations like offering the salah or performing Hajj; one
does not need their permission unless their livelihood and well being depend on their son.

If, on the other hand, Jihad is fardkifayah (obligation on Muslims as community or

group), then - as held by the majority of the scholars - their permission must be sought
before going for Jihad. A man came to the Prophet (S.A.W), and said, "O Messenger of
Allah, may | take part in Jihad?" He asked, "Do you have parents?" He replied, "Yes". He said,
"So strive for them." (Abu Dawud). In another Hadith, a man migrated to the Messenger of
Allah from Yemen. He asked, "Is any of your relatives in Yemen?" He replied, "My parents."
He (S.A.W) asked, "Did they permit you to come?" he replied, "No". He said, "Go back to them
and ask for their permission. If they permit you, then right, otherwise be devoted to them."
(Abu Dawud)
2- Divorcing your spouse: Abdullah Ibn Umar said, "I had a wife whom | loved but Umar
disliked. He told me to divorce her, and when | refused, Umar went to Allah's Messenger
(S.A.W), and mentioned the matter to him. Allah's Messenger (S.A.W), then told me to
divorced her." (Abu Dawud and Tirmizi). It must be noticed here that the father was the
pious and just Omar Ibn ul-Khattab who was not supposed to do wrong to his son's wife
without substantial reasons. So, when a man whose father had asked him to divorce his
wife asked Imam Ahmed about a similar situation, he said to him,” If your father is as pious
as Omar Ibn ul-Khattab, divorce you wife!"
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Disobeying the parents is a grave matter:

After polytheism, the gravest sin is disobedience to parents. This is an evil that a true
Muslim cannot even imagine without repulsion. Thankfulness, gentleness and gratitude are
the three basic qualities that made one be a good person. One who does not cultivate these
basic attitudes within him can neither fulfill his duties towards Allah nor the people: Hence
Muslims who are obedient to Almighty Allah can never be disobedient or even careless to
their parents.

Abu Baker narrated that the Prophet (S.A.W) asked that should he not warn them
against the three major sins. All of them said, "Certainly, O Prophet!" He then said, "To
ascribe partners with Allah, to disobey the parents." Getting up, as he was reclining, he said,
"To tell a lie or to give false evidence." He went on repeating his words for such a long time
that we wished him to be silent. (Bukhari and Muslim). In this Hadith the word "ugqooq" has
been used, for the disobedience to parents. It is Arabic word which means carelessness,
cruelty, painful attitude and disobedience.

It is narrated that the Prophet (S.A.W) said, "Allah postpones the punishment for one's sins
till the Day of Judgment if He so desires. But He awards the punishment for disobeying the
parents during this life, before his death."(Authentic, Al-Hakim). This means that the
disobedient children will be punished twice; once in this world and secondly in the Hereafter.



In the Hadith narrated by Sauban, the Prophet (S.A.W) indicated that the following
three major sins can nullify all other virtues: Ascribing partners with Allah, disobedience to
parents and fleeing from Jihad.

Disobedience to mothers:

Mughairah bin Shu'bah relates that the Prophet, (S.A.W) once said, "Be sure that Allah
has forbidden you to disobey your mothers, to be miserly and greedy, and infanticide (burying
the newborn daughters alive.) And He dislikes you to be talkative and too inquisitive and to
waste your belongings."

It also implies that we should take extreme care of the sentiments, habits,
temperament and likes and dislikes of mothers. We should not even imagine being rude and
disobedient to her. By serving and obeying our mothers we can be sure of earning the favor
of Almighty Allah. Acknowledging the great favour of the parents is central to our success
in being right with them, as they are the cause of our existence. It will enable us to see ihsan
towards the parents as a sign of a healthy, natural disposition. Unfortunately, sometimes
this disposition gets distorted and people start viewing their own existence with
resentment. Consequently, they blame their parents for bringing them into this world or that
they may not be living at the ease and joy they think they deserve. Human beings' existence
is due to Allah and to Him alone, for He wills who will be one's parents, where one will be
born, the time of birth and what sustenance will he receive. Our parents have done us a
great favour, our Creator has told us not to even show them signs of discontent if they did
something we did not like or were wrong about anything. But to pay back their favour by
being loving, kind and dutiful to them is the absolute minimum that all us have to do.

So let us Muslims not adapt the attitudes of the popular culture in which we find
ourselves, where mothers are nothing more than serving girls and fathers nothing more than
errand boys. We must share with our children what Allah and His Messenger, (S.A.W) have
said about the rights of parents, and most importantly, we must teach them by setting the
best example; by treating our parents with the love, respect, honor and tenderness they
deserve.

Children imitate what they see, by us being good to our parents, we can hope that our
children imitate what they see, by us being good to our parents; we can hope that our
children will in turn be good to us.
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Verses of lesson 15
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And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their loins - their
descendants and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], "Am | not your Lord?"
They said, "Yes, we have testified." [This] - lest you should say on the day of Resurrection,
"Indeed, we were of this unaware." (Al- Araf:172)
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Indeed Allah's promise does not change.(Al-i-imran:9)
8455 158 841005, e
Who fulfills His promise better than Allah?
ol 3ae 2a¥ablga sedang sle 5

And those who keep proper regard for their trusts and their pledges. (Almominoon: 8),
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“0 Descendants of Adam! Did | not take a covenant from you that you shall not worship the

devil? Undoubtedly, he is your open enemy.” (60)_"And that you shall worship Me? This is the
Straight Path.”(Yaseen: 60, 61)
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And when We took a covenant from you that, “Do not shed the blood of your own people nor
turn out your own people from your colonies”; you then acknowledged it and you are
witnesses. (Albaqgra:

84)
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0 People who Believe! Fulfil your words (agreements) (Almaidah: 1)
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and be faithful only to Allah’s covenant (Alanaam: 152)
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And fulfil the covenant of Allah when you have made the promise, and do not break your
oaths after ratifying them (Alnahal: 91)

3585 Magi Ty, Uaga ST, aas
And fulfil the promise; indeed the promise will be asked about. (Alisra:34)
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Other than those polytheists with whom you had a treaty, and they have not diminished )

anything from your treaty nor supported anyone against you — therefore fulfil their treaty up
to the appointed term. (Altubah:4)
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And do not exchange the covenant of Allah to procure an abject price (Alnahal: 95)
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For them is the gain of the final abode. (22)_The everlasting Gardens of Eden which they will
enter(Alraad: 22, 23)
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And those who break the pact of Allah after its ratification, and sever what Allah has

commanded to be joined, and spread turmoil in the earth — their share is only the curse and
their destiny is the wretched abode. (Alraad:25)
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0 People who Believe! Do not betray Allah and His Noble Messenger, nor purposely defraud
your trusts. (Alanfal:27)
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Indeed Allah commands you to hand over whatever you hold in trust, to their owners — and
that whenever you judge between people, judge with fairness (Al-Nisa: 58) -
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The Trustworthy Spirit brought it down. (Angel Jibreel — peace be upon him.) (Ash-Shu'ara:193)
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And those who keep proper regard for their trusts and their pledges. (Al-Mu'minun: 8)

Hadith of Lesson 15
Faseplag ¥ egala
(aa>i alo] srua)

His religion will not be completed who does not keep his oaths.
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LESSON 16
FORGIVENESS
Definition of Forgiveness
» To free or pardon (someone) from penalty
» To free from the obligation of (a debt, payment, etc.).

Pardon and Forgiveness

Once at the time of Asr (Middle prayer) in a speech to the people the Messenger of
Allah said: "Adam's sons have been created of different types. There are some who get
angry late and very soon return to normal. Some people become wrathful soon and soon
they return to normal, and some people become angry late and are also late in returning to
normal that is the return to normalcy is according to the speed of getting angry.

Be careful. Some people get angry soon and they return to normal late. Listen, the
best people among these are those who get angry late and immediately repent, and the
worst among these are those who get angry soon, but are very late in coming to normal.

Listen, among these there are some who repay the loan in a better way, and also
demand in a good way. Some people are lazy in repaying, but good in demanding. Some
demand in a bad way and repay in a good way, i.e. they have one good quality and one bad
quality. Some people prove to be bad in demanding and in repaying too.

Listen carefully, the best among these are those who are good in demanding and also
good in repaying, and the worst are those who are bad in both the things. Keep in mind;
anger becomes a spark in the heart of Adam's son. Do you not see that at the time of anger
a man's eyes become red, and his nostrils become enlarged? If any one feels these signs in
him, he should be glued to the earth." (Tirmizi)

That is, he should sit in his place, he should not move so that the matter may not get
worsened. Intelligence and consciousness disappear from it, and man is imprisoned in the
magic of passions. Then these affairs do not improve.

The above-quoted Hadith explains the kinds of men and their achievements and
value in greatness and morality. Wherever necessary, a faithful bends him. An angry man
indulges into various kinds of foolishness. Sometimes he abuses the door if it does not
open immediately for him. In his anger he breaks whatever machine or its part may be in his
hand, and abuses the animal that is not brought under control.

A man's sheet was flown away by the wind and he cursed it. Allah's Messenger said:
"Do not curse it, because it is bound by the commands of God and it is under His control. He
who curses a thing which did not deserve it then the curse returns on him." (Tirmizi)

There are many evils of anger, and their results are, more devastating. It is therefore
said that to keep the self in control at the time of anger is the proof of the praiseworthy of
control and the noble strength of toleration.

Ibn Masood has narrated that Allah's Messenger had asked: "Whom do you call a strong?" People

replied: "One who is not knocked down by anybody is called a strong among us." He said:
"No, the stong is one who controls his self in his anger." (Muslim)

One man requested the Prophet: "Give me some advice, but not such a lengthy one
that | may forget." The Prophet said: "Do not be angry." (Malik). What reply could be better
and shorter than this one?

Allah's Messenger always gave importance to the temperament and the environment
of the individual and groups in giving them instructions and training. He used to lengthen or
shorten his speech according to the demands of the occasion.

The efforts which were made to remove the jahiliya (pre-Islamic period of ignorance)
had two foundations: One was ignorance against learning and the second against tolerance.
The first ignorance he
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removed with the help of knowledge, understanding, sermons and advice, while the second
was remove with the help of suppressing the rebellious desires and preventing mischief, etc.
The Arabs of the pre- Islamic days were proud of their ignorance and wickedness.



As an Arab Poet of the time says: "Beware! None should show any ignorance and
wickedness before us, else we would prove to be more ignorant and wicked than all!"

When Islam came, it removed this intensity of feeling and emotionalism, and
introduced the practice of pardon and forgiveness in the society. If one could not pardon,
then one was given the command to act justly. This objective could be achieved only when
anger and wrath could be kept under the control of the intellect.

There are a number of sayings in which the Prophet has given directions to the Arabs
leading them to this ideal, so much so that the manifestations of tyranny, aggression, anger
and wrath have been declared out of the circle of Islam. The things which unite a group and
do not allow it to be disturbed, abused etc., have been declared to be the agent who breaks
this unity:

The Prophet said: "Abusing by a Muslim is wickedness, and his quarrelling and
fighting is infidelity." (Bukhari)

He also said: "When two Muslims meet, a curtain from Allah is hung between them.
When one of the two says obscene things to the other he tears this curtain of Allah."
(Bukhari)

One Arab came to the Prophet to learn the teachings of Islam. Before this he had
neither seen the Prophet nor did he know about his message. His name was Jabir bin Salim.
He narrates: "I saw a man whose opinions are being copied by the people. If he says
anything, people convey it to others.

| asked them who this man was. They said that he is Allah's Messenger. | said to him:
'On you be peace (Alaik-as-Salam) O Messenger of Allah!" He said: 'do not salute like this.

This is the salute of the dead; but say Peace be on you (As-SalamuAlaik)'.

That Arab says: "l asked: 'Are you Allah's Messenger?' He replied: 'l am the messenger
of that Being whom you call in adversities, and he removes your adversities, and if famine
catches you and you call Him, He grows grass for you; and if you lose your mount in the arid
ground, then you call Him and He causes your mount to be returned to you. "He says that |
told him: "Advise me." The Prophet said: "Do not abuse anybody." Accordingly, thereafter | did
not abuse any free man, slave, camel, and goat. Then he said: 'do not consider any virtue as
mean, even if it is your brother's talking to you with a smile. This is also a virtuous act. Then
he said: 'if somebody reproaches you and makes you feel ashamed on any of your defects,
do not make him feel ashamed on any of his defects, because this act of his will prove
troublesome for him." (Abu Dawud)

MUHAMMAD'S (S.A.W) FORGIVENESS

This Section allows you to have a glimpse Of the Prophet's %(Peace Be upon Him)
Characters and Features

Another great quality of Muhammad was that he never took revenge on anyone for
personal reasons and always forgave even his staunch enemies A'isha said that God's
Messenger never took revenge on his own behalf on anyone She also said that God's
Messenger was not unseemly or obscene in his speech, nor was he loud-voiced in the
streets, nor did he return evil for evil, but he would forgive and pardon The people of the
Quraish rebuked him, taunted and mocked at him, beat him and abused him They tried to
kill him and when he escaped to Medina, they waged many wars against him yet when he
entered Makkah victorious with an army of 10,000, he did not take revenge on anyone He
forgave all Even his deadliest enemy Abu Sufyan, who fought so many battles, was
forgiven, and anyone who stayed in his house was also forgiven

The leaders of T'aif, who engaged scoundrels to throw stones at him when he visited that
town in order to invite them to Islam, were also forgiven Abdullah bin Obey, leader of the
hypocrites of Medina,

was forgiven Muhammad %offered his funeral prayer and prayed to God for his
forgiveness The Qur'an mentions this incident in these words: "And never (O Muhammad)
pray for one of them who
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dies, nor stand by his grave Lo! They disbelieve in God and His Messenger, and they died while they

were evil doers" Abdullah bin Obey worked all his life against Muhammad “Eand Islam
and left no stone unturned in bringing him into disrepute and in trying to defeat his
mission He withdrew his 300 supporters in the battle of Uhud and almost broke the
backbone of the Muslim He had engaged in

intrigues and acts of hostility against the Prophet E0f Islam and the Muslims It was he
who raised the incident Of if k through his allies to discredit God's Messenger by spreading
scandal about his wife, Alisha



"Lo! They who spread the slander are a gang among you Deem it not a bad thing for
you; nay, it is good for you Unto every man of them will be paid that which he has earned
of the sin; and as for him among them who had the greater share therein, his will be an
awful doom" [Qur'an 24:11]

"An Abyssinian slave, who killed Hamza, Muhammad's uncle, in the battle of Uhud, and
after the victory of Makkah embraced Islam and came to him, was forgiven The wife of
Abu Sufyan had cut the chest of Hamza and torn his liver and heart into pieces in the
battle of Uhud She quietly came to the

Prophet :‘i%and accepted Islam He recognized her but did not say anything She was so
impressed by his magnanimity and stature that she said, "O God's Messenger, no tent was
more deserted in my eyes than yours; but today no tent is more lovely in my eyes than
yours"

Ikrama, son of Abu Jahl, was a great enemy of God's Messenger and Islam He ran away after
the victory of Makkah and went to Yemen His wife embraced Islam and brought him to the
Messenger of God Muhammad was pleased to see him and greeted him with the words: "O
emigrant rider, welcome"

Sufwan bin Urnaya, one of the chiefs of Makkah, was also a great enemy of Muhammad #il?;and Islam

He sent Umair Ibn Wahab, with a promise of reward, to kill Muhammad #%EWhen Makkah
was conquered, he ran away to Jeddah and hoped to go to Yemen by sea Umair Ibn
Wahab came to Muhammad and said, "O God's Messenger! Sufwan Ibn Umayya is a chief
of his tribe He has run away from fear and will throw himself into the sea" He was given
protection When he came back, he

requested Muhammad gilgto give him two months to think He was given four months and
then he became a Muslim by his own will

Habir Ibn al-Aswad was another vicious enemy of Muhammad #@=and of Islam He had
inflicted a grievous injury to Zainab, daughter of the Holy Prophet She was pregnant and
was emigrating to Medina The polytheists of Makkah obstructed her and Habbar bin
al-Aswad intentionally threw her down from the camel She was badly hurt and had a
miscarriage He had committed many other crimes as well He wanted to run away to
Persia but then he came to Muhammad, who forgave him

He was all for forgiveness and no amount of crime or aggression against him was too
great to be forgiven by him He was the complete example of forgiveness and kindness, as
mentioned in the following verse of the Qur'an:

"Keep to forgiveness (O Muhammad), and enjoin kindness, and turn away from the
ignorant” [Qur'an 7:199]

He always repelled evil with the good of forgiveness and kind behavior, for, in his view,
an antidote was better than poison He believed and practiced the precept that love could
foil hatred and aggression could be won over by forgiveness He overcame the ignorance
of the people with the knowledge of Islam, and the folly and evil of the people with his kind
and forgiving treatment With his forgiveness, he freed people from the bondage of sin and
crime, and also made them great friends of Islam He was exact image of the following
verse of the Qur'an:

"Good and evil are not alike Repel evil with what is better Then he, between whom and you there
was hatred, will become as though he was a bosom friend"[Qur'an 41:34]
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Verses of Lesson 16
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And you were on the edge of a pit of fire (hell), so He saved you from it. (Al-i-imran: 103)
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Or He can ruin them due to peoples’ sins and He can forgive a great deal. (Ash-Shura: 34)
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And it is He Who accepts repentance from His bondmen, and pardons sins*, and knows all
your deeds. (Repentance for the cardinal sins, while lesser sins are wiped out by good
deeds.) (Ash-Shura: 25)
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And when We made a’commitment with Moosa (Moses) for forty nights — then behind him
you started worshipping the calf, and you were unjust. (51)_Then after that We pardoned
you so that you may be grateful (Albaqrah 51,52)
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And if you call them to guidance they do not listen; and you (Prophet Mohammed - peace
and blessings be upon him) observe them looking towards you, whereas they do not
perceive anything. (198)_And O dear Prophet (Mohammed — peace and blessings be upon
him) adopt forgiveness, and enjoin virtue, and turn away from the ignorant.
(Al-aaraf:198,199)
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And they should forgive and forbear; do you not like that Allah may forgive you? And Allah is
Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.(Alnoor:22)
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So forgive them and intercede for them and consult with them in the conduct of affairs ’
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And if you (men) act generously, it is akin to piety. (Al- bagrah: 237
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Who spend in the way of Allah both in plenty and hardship, who restrain their anger, and
forgive others. Allah loves such good-doers." (Al-i-lmran:134)

85, 2alslolz 854 2l e

But he who forgives and makes amends, his reward lies with Allah. (Ash-Shura: 40)

Ahadith of Lesson 16
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He does not belong to us who does not show mercy to our young ones and respect to our old ones
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This day there is no reproof against you; Go your way, for you are free.
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Good brother and son of good brother
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| served the Messenger of Allah for nine years, and | do not know (of any instance) when
he said to me: Why you have done this and that, and he never found fault with me in
anything.

(Sahih Muslim)
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