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Course Introduction

Islamic civilization - spanning fourteen centuries and three continents - produced algebra and
algorithms, hospitals and universities, the Taj Mahal and the Alhambra, while preserving Greek
philosophy and advancing it. Understanding this civilization corrects both neglect and caricature: it was
a historical reality of extraordinary creativity.

This course surveys Islamic culture and civilization: its foundations in revelation, its political history, its
achievements in science, philosophy, arts, and architecture, its social institutions, and its encounters
with modernity. Students learn what made this civilization distinctive, what it contributed to humanity,
and what lessons it offers today.

The approach is appreciative but honest: celebrating genuine achievements while acknowledging
declines and debates, building cultural literacy about one of history's great civilizations.

How to use this handout: Each topic lists its learning objectives, explains the key concepts in simple
words, defines important terms, gives an example where helpful, and closes with a summary plus exam
tips. Topics marked Very important deserve extra revision.

Unit 1: Foundations

Topic 1: What Is Islamic Civilization?

Learning Objectives
 Define Islamic civilization
« Explain its distinctiveness

 Discuss scope and periodization

Key Concepts

Islamic civilization is the cultural-historical complex shaped by Islam: not merely Arab or Middle Eastern,
but a multi-ethnic, multilingual civilization (Arabs, Persians, Turks, Indians, Africans, Europeans) united
by Islamic faith, Arabic scholarly language, and shared institutions.

Distinctiveness: revelation-centered (knowledge as worship), law-governed (shari'ah shaping society),
cosmopolitan (trade and pilgrimage mixing peoples), and cumulative (absorbing Persian, Greek, Indian
heritages). It was simultaneously religious and worldly - mosques beside markets, astronomers beside
jurists.

Periodization: formative (7th-9th c.), golden age (9th-13th c.), post-classical empires (13th-18th c.), and
modern encounter (19th c.-present). Each phase has its character; decline narratives need nuance.

Key Points
m Multi-ethnic civilization united by faith, language, institutions.

m Revelation-centered, law-governed, cosmopolitan, cumulative.

m Four phases: formative, golden, imperial, modern.

Key Terms
Civilization: A complex culture with shared institutions.

Cosmopolitan: Drawing from many peoples.
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Golden age: Peak creative period (~9th-13th c.).

Example
« A Persian writina in Arabic in Baahdad for a Turkish patron - cosmobolitanism.

Summary: Islamic civilization: diverse peoples, shared Islamic framework.

Exam Tips
O Very important: distinctiveness features.

O Remember the four phases.

Topic 2: The Qur'an and Sunnah as Civilizational Foundations

Learning Objectives
« Explain revelation's civilizational role

« Discuss knowledge imperatives

« Describe value foundations

Key Concepts

The Qur'an's first word ('Read’) and its praise of knowledge made learning sacred: seeking 'ilm became
worship, motivating libraries, schools, and research. 'Are those who know equal to those who do not
know?' (39:9) - a civilizational motto.

Values: tawhid (unity - reality is coherent and knowable), human dignity (17:70 - 'We honored the
children of Adam’), justice (‘adl), mercy, and stewardship (khalifah). These shaped law, charity, and
attitudes to nature and minorities.

The Sunnah modeled: the Prophet as teacher, the mosque as school, consultation (shura) as
governance, and mercy as policy. Civilization grew from these seeds.

Key Points
m 'Read' made knowledge sacred (39:9).

m Values: unity, dignity (17:70), justice, mercy, stewardship.

m Mosque as school; consultation as governance.

Key Terms
‘Ilm: Knowledge - sacred pursuit.

Khalifah: Stewardship.

Shura: Consultation.

Example
« 17:70 - human dianitv as civilizational axiom.

Summary: Revelation's values and knowledge-imperative built a civilization.

Exam Tips
O Very important: 39:9 and 17:70.

O Remember knowledge-as-worship.

Topic 3: Political History: Caliphates and Empires
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Learning Objectives
« Outline political history

« Explain the caliphate

+ Discuss later empires

Key Concepts

The Rashidun caliphs (632-661): Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali - the model of righteous leadership;
massive expansions under Umar. Umayyads (661-750): Damascus-based, Arab empire from Spain to
Central Asia. Abbasids (750-1258): Baghdad's golden age, Persian-influenced cosmopolitanism.

Post-Abbasid: Fatimids (Egypt), Umayyads of Spain (Cordoba's brilliance), Seljuks, and the gunpowder
empires - Ottomans (1299-1922), Safavids (Persia), Mughals (India) - ruling vast territories into the
modern era.

The caliphate ideal - unified religious-political leadership - inspired and haunted later politics; its 1924
abolition still echoes in debates.

Key Points
m Rashidun, Umayyad, Abbasid caliphates in sequence.

m Later: Fatimid, Spanish Umayyad, Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal.

m Caliphate ideal's lasting political resonance.

Key Terms
Caliphate: Successorship to the Prophet's leadership.

Rashidun: The rightly-guided caliphs.
Gunpowder empires: Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal states.

Example
« Baaohdad under the Abbasids: the aolden aae's canital.

Summary: Fourteen centuries of evolving Islamic polities.

Exam Tips
O Key point; the caliphate sequence.

O Remember the three gunpowder empires.

Topic 4: Al-Andalus: Islam in Spain

Learning Objectives
» Describe Al-Andalus
» Explain its cultural achievements

» Discuss convivencia

Key Concepts

Muslim Spain (711-1492): Cordoba became Europe's largest, most cultured city - street lighting,
libraries (70+), the Great Mosque; scholars like Ibn Rushd (Averroes) and Ibn Arabi; agriculture
(oranges, irrigation) transforming the land.

Convivencia: relative coexistence of Muslims, Christians, Jews - Maimonides wrote in Arabic;
translation and debate flourished. It wasn't utopia (tensions existed), but it modeled pluralism.
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Legacy: the Reconquista ended Muslim rule in 1492, but Andalusi scholarship transmitted Greek-Arabic
learning to Europe, fueling the Renaissance; the Alhambra remains architecture's poetry.

Key Points
m Cordoba: Europe's cultural capital in the 10th century.
m Convivencia: Muslim-Christian-Jewish coexistence.

m Transmitted learning to Renaissance Europe.

Key Terms
Al-Andalus: Muslim Spain (711-1492).

Convivencia: Coexistence of faiths.

Reconquista: Christian reconquest of Spain.

Example
« Cordoba's librarv dwarfina anv Christian collection of its time.

Summary: Al-Andalus: civilization's western flower, seeding Europe's rebirth.

Exam Tips
0O Key point: convivencia meaning.

O Remember the transmission legacy.

Topic 5: The Ottoman and Mughal Empires

Learning Objectives
« Describe Ottoman achievements

« Describe Mughal achievements

« Compare imperial models

Key Concepts

Ottomans (1299-1922): six centuries ruling three continents; Suleiman the Magnificent's law and
architecture (Sinan's mosques); the millet system organizing religious communities; elite devshirme
administration; Istanbul as world city bridging Europe and Asia.

Mughals (1526-1857): Akbar's pluralist administration, Shah Jahan's Taj Mahal, Persianate culture
blending with Indian; revenue systems, art, and architecture synthesizing Islamic and Indian traditions.

Both show Islamic civilization's imperial maturity: sophisticated administration, religious pluralism
managed pragmatically, and monumental arts - lasting into the colonial encounter.

Key Points
m Ottomans: six centuries, three continents; Sinan's architecture.

m Mughals: Akbar's pluralism; Taj Mahal synthesis.

m Millet systems managing religious diversity.

Key Terms
Millet: Religious community organization.
Devshirme: Ottoman elite recruitment system.

Persianate: Persian-influenced culture.
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Example
* The Tai Mahal: Islamic-Indian artistic svnthesis.

Summary: Imperial Islam: power expressed through justice, art, and administration.

Exam Tips
O Key point: one achievement per empire.

O Remember millet system.

Unit 2: Intellectual Achievements

Topic 6: The Translation Movement

Learning Objectives
» Describe Bayt al-Hikmah

« Explain translation's scope

» Discuss its significance

Key Concepts

The Abbasid translation movement (8th-10th c.): Baghdad's Bayt al-Hikmah (House of Wisdom)
sponsored rendering Greek, Persian, and Indian works into Arabic - philosophy, medicine, astronomy,
mathematics - with translators paid in gold by weight.

Key figures: Hunayn ibn Ishaq (Galen, Hippocrates), Thabit ibn Qurra (mathematics), and patrons like
Al-Ma'mun. Paper (from Chinese prisoners at Talas, 751) made books affordable, fueling the
movement.

Significance: preserved antiquity's knowledge (much Greek science survives via Arabic), then
surpassed it - translation was the launchpad, not the achievement's ceiling. Civilizations that translate
rule the future.

Key Points
m Bayt al-Hikmah: state-sponsored translation of world knowledge.

m Paper technology enabled the book revolution.

m Preserved antiquity, then surpassed it.

Key Terms
Bayt al-Hikmah: House of Wisdom, Baghdad.

Translation movement: 8th-10th c. rendering of world knowledge into Arabic.

Hunayn ibn Ishaq: Master translator of Greek medicine.

Example
« Translators paid their manuscrints' weiaht in aold.

Summary: Translation built the library from which original science sprang.

Exam Tips
O Very important: Bayt al-Hikmah and paper.

O Remember Hunayn ibn Ishag.
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Topic 7: Mathematics and Astronomy

Learning Objectives
« List Muslim mathematical contributions

» Describe astronomical achievements

» Explain practical motivations

Key Concepts

Mathematics: Al-Khwarizmi's 'al-jabr' gave algebra its name; ‘algorithm' derives from his name; Arabic
numerals (from India) systematized; trigonometry advanced (sine, tangent functions); Omar Khayyam
solved cubics geometrically.

Astronomy: observatories (Maragha), precise tables (zij), instruments (astrolabe perfected); religious
motivations - prayer times, giblah direction, lunar calendar - drove precision; Al-Tusi's couple influenced
Copernicus.

Method: empirical observation with mathematical modeling; criticism of Ptolemy preceded
heliocentrism. Practical faith needs produced pure science.

Key Points
m Al-Khwarizmi: algebra and algorithms named.

m Astronomy: zij tables, astrolabes, Maragha observatory.

m Religious needs (prayer, calendar) drove precision.

Key Terms
Algebra: From Al-Khwarizmi's 'al-jabr'.

Algorithm: From 'Al-Khwarizmi'.

Zij: Astronomical tables.

Example
« Oiblah calculation reauirina spherical triaonometrv.

Summary: Faith's practical needs birthed mathematical sciences.

Exam Tips
O Very important: Al-Khwarizmi's double legacy.

O Remember religious motivations.

Topic 8: Medicine and Hospitals

Learning Objectives
« Describe Islamic medical contributions
» Explain bimaristans

« Name key physicians

Key Concepts

Physicians: Al-Razi (Rhazes) - clinical observation, smallpox/measles distinction, controlled
experiments; Ibn Sina (Avicenna) - The Canon of Medicine, medicine's textbook for 600 years in Europe
too; Ibn al-Nafis - pulmonary circulation, three centuries before Harvey; Al-Zahrawi - surgical
instruments (200 illustrated).
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Bimaristans (hospitals): Damascus, Baghdad, Cairo - free treatment, wards by disease, pharmacies,
medical schools, and mobile clinics; patient care as charity (sadagah) institutionalized.

Method: empirical testing, case records, and critique of Galen - medicine as observed science. Ethics:
the physician's adab (conduct) literature.

Key Points
m Al-Razi, Ibn Sina's Canon, Ibn al-Nafis, Al-Zahrawi.

m Bimaristans: free, warded, teaching hospitals.

m Empirical method and medical ethics.

Key Terms
Bimaristan: Islamic hospital.

Canon of Medicine: Ibn Sina's medical encyclopedia.

Adab al-tabib: Physician's conduct literature.

Example
« |bn al-Nafis describina pulmonarv circulation in the 13th centurv.

Summary: Islamic medicine: empirical, institutional, charitable.

Exam Tips
O Very important: match physicians to contributions.

0O Remember bimaristan features.

Topic 9: Philosophy (Falsafah)

Learning Objectives
 Outline Islamic philosophy

« Explain key debates

« Discuss its influence

Key Concepts

Falsafah engaged Greek thought Islamically: Al-Kindi (first Arab philosopher), Al-Farabi (the 'second
teacher' after Aristotle - political philosophy), Ibn Sina (metaphysics of existence/essence; the
flying-man thought experiment), Ibn Rushd (Averroes - Aristotle’'s great commentator; reason and
revelation harmonized).

Key debates: eternity vs. creation of the world (Al-Ghazali's Tahafut challenged philosophers; Ibn Rushd
replied); causality; the soul; reason-revelation relation. Kalam (theology: Ash'ari, Mu'tazili) ran parallel.

Influence: Latin translations of lIbn Sina and Ibn Rushd shaped medieval European thought (Aquinas
engages them); the debates model faith-reason engagement.

Key Points
m Al-Kindi, Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, Ibn Rushd in sequence.

m Debates: creation, causality, reason vs. revelation.

m Shaped medieval European philosophy via translations.

Key Terms
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Falsafah: Islamic philosophy.
Kalam: Islamic theology.

Tahafut: Al-Ghazali's 'Incoherence of the Philosophers'.

Example
« |bn Rushd's commentaries tauaht Europe Aristotle.

Summary: Philosophy: reason in service of understanding revelation's world.

Exam Tips
O Key point: philosopher sequence.
0O Remember the Al-Ghazali/lbn Rushd debate.

Topic 10: Other Sciences: Optics, Chemistry, Geography

Learning Objectives
» Describe Ibn al-Haytham's optics

« Explain early chemistry

» Note geographical contributions

Key Concepts

Ibn al-Haytham (Alhazen): the experimental method's pioneer - Book of Optics proved vision by light
entering the eye (not emanating), used controlled experiments, and mathematized physics; camera
obscura; influence on Renaissance science.

Chemistry (al-kimiya): Jabir ibn Hayyan (Geber) - experimental techniques (distillation, crystallization),
classification of substances; transforming alchemy toward chemistry through experiment.

Geography/travel: Al-Idrisi's world maps for Roger Il of Sicily; Ibn Battuta’'s 120,000 km travels
documenting the Muslim world's extent; Al-Biruni measuring the earth. Curiosity mapped the world.

Key Points
m Ibn al-Haytham: experimental optics, vision theory.
m Jabir: experimental chemistry techniques.

m Al-ldrisi's maps; Ibn Battuta's travels; Al-Biruni's measurements.

Key Terms
Experimental method: Hypothesis-testing by controlled experiment.

Al-kimiya: Early chemistry.

Camera obscura: Pinhole imaging device.

Example
« |bn al-Havtham's dark-room experiments on liaht.

Summary: Experiment and exploration across the sciences.

Exam Tips
O Very important: Ibn al-Haytham's method.

O Remember Jabir's techniques.
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Unit 3: Arts, Architecture, and Society

Topic 11: Islamic Architecture

Learning Objectives
« |dentify architectural features

« Explain regional styles

+ Discuss the mosque's centrality

Key Concepts
Features: domes, minarets, arches (horseshoe, pointed - influencing Gothic), courtyards, arabesque
decoration, calligraphic inscriptions, and geometric mastery - mathematics made beautiful.

Masterpieces: Dome of the Rock (Jerusalem, 691), Cordoba's mosque (forest of columns), Alhambra
(Granada), Isfahan's Shah Mosque, Istanbul's Suleymaniye (Sinan), Delhi's Jama Masjid, Lahore's
Badshahi Mosque, and the Taj Mahal.

The mosque is civilization's heart: prayer hall, school, court, community center - architecture serving
worship and society. Patrons (caliphs, sultans) competed in pious foundations (waqf).

Key Points
m Domes, minarets, arches, arabesque, calligraphy, geometry.
m Masterpieces across three continents.

m Mosque as worship-community-school center.

Key Terms
Arabesque: Interlacing vegetal/geometric ornament.

Mugarnas: Honeycomb vaulting.

Waqf: Charitable endowment.

Example
 The Alhambra's calliaraphic walls: poetrv as architecture.

Summary: Architecture: faith built in stone and tile.

Exam Tips
O Key point: feature list.

O Remember mosque's multiple roles.

Topic 12: Calligraphy and Decorative Arts

Learning Objectives
» Explain calligraphy's status
 Describe script styles

« Note other arts

Key Concepts
Calligraphy is Islam's supreme art: the Qur'an's beauty demanded beautiful writing - 'the geometry of
the spirit.' Scripts: Kufic (angular, monumental), Naskh (clear, Qur'anic standard), Thuluth
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(monumental), Nastaliq (Persian-Urdu elegance), Diwani (Ottoman chancery).

Aniconism's effect: avoiding figural religious imagery channeled creativity into calligraphy, geometry,
and arabesque - abstraction as spiritual expression. (Figural art flourished in secular contexts:
miniatures, ceramics.)

Other arts: textiles (carpets as 'portable architecture’), metalwork, ceramics (lusterware), and
manuscript illumination - crafts elevated to fine arts through patronage and devotion.

Key Points
m Calligraphy: Islam's supreme art; scripts: Kufic, Naskh, Thuluth, Nastalig.
m Aniconism channeled art into abstraction.

m Textiles, metalwork, ceramics, miniatures.

Key Terms
Calligraphy: Beautiful writing as art.

Aniconism: Avoiding figural religious imagery.

Nastaliq: The Persian-Urdu script.

Example
* The Shahadah in Thuluth crownina a mosaue portal.

Summary: The word made beautiful: art serving revelation.

Exam Tips
O Key point: script names.

0O Remember aniconism's creative effect.

Topic 13: Literature and Poetry

Learning Objectives
« Survey Islamic literatures

« Explain poetry's centrality

+ Name major works

Key Concepts

Arabic: the Qur'an as literature's inimitable peak; pre-Islamic gasidah tradition continued; Al-Mutanabbi's
poetry, Al-Hariri's Magamat (rhymed prose adventures), and the 1001 Nights (Alf Laylah) - world
literature.

Persian: Ferdowsi's Shahnameh (epic), Rumi's Mathnawi (‘the Qur'an in Persian' - mystical love),
Sa'di's Gulistan (wisdom), Hafez's divan (lyric perfection). Urdu: Ghalib and Igbal continuing the ghazal.

Poetry's centrality: memorized, recited, sung - the culture's memory and emotion. Sufi poetry (Rumi,
Hafiz) explored divine love; court poetry celebrated patrons; folk poetry carried the masses' voice.

Key Points
m Arabic: Qur'an, Mutanabbi, Magamat, 1001 Nights.
m Persian: Shahnameh, Rumi, Sa'di, Hafez; Urdu: Ghalib, Igbal.

m Poetry as cultural memory and devotion.
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Key Terms
Qasidah: Classical Arabic ode.

Ghazal: Lyric love poem.

Mathnawi: Rumi's spiritual epic.

Example
* Rumi's Mathnawi: 25.000 verses of mvstical teachina.

Summary: Literature: the civilization's soul in verse and story.

Exam Tips
O Key point: match works to languages.

0O Remember Rumi's Mathnawi.

Topic 14: Social Institutions: Waqf, Madrasah, Family

Learning Objectives
« Explain wagf
» Describe madrasahs

» Discuss social structure

Key Concepts

Waqf (endowment): property dedicated perpetually to charity - funding mosques, schools, hospitals,
caravanserais, water fountains; Islamic civilization's 'third sector," independent of the state, sustaining
public goods for centuries.

Madrasahs: colleges teaching Qur'an, hadith, law, then sciences - the Nizamiyyah (Baghdad, 1067) as
model; ijazah (teaching license) anticipating degrees; libraries attached. Education as charity and
worship.

Society: family-centered; guilds organizing crafts; Sufi orders providing spirituality and social services;
dhimmi communities (protected non-Muslims) with autonomy - pluralism institutionalized, imperfectly but
really.

Key Points
m Wagf: perpetual charity funding public goods.

m Madrasahs: colleges with ijazah licensing.

m Guilds, Sufi orders, dhimmi autonomy.

Key Terms
Waqf: Charitable endowment.

Madrasah: Islamic college.
ljazah: Teaching authorization.

Dhimmi: Protected non-Muslim community.

Example
« A waaf-funded hosbital servina free for 500 vears.

Summary: Institutions: charity, learning, and pluralism built to last.
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Exam Tips
O Key point: wagf's role.

O Remember ijazah.

Topic 15: Daily Life and Material Culture

Learning Objectives
» Describe everyday life
« Explain food, dress, hygiene

« Discuss markets and trade

Key Concepts

Daily rhythms followed prayer times; cleanliness was religious (wudu, ghusl, miswak) - public baths
(hammams) as social institutions; cuisine blended across the empire (spices, sweets, coffee - Yemen's
gift to the world).

Dress: modesty codes with regional variety; textiles as status and art. Markets (sugs): regulated by the
muhtasib (market inspector) enforcing honest weights - commerce with ethics.

Trade networks: from Spain to China, Muslim merchants connected the world - the Silk Road's Islamic
segment, Indian Ocean dhows; paper, compass, and crops diffusing along routes. Material life reflected
cosmopolitan exchange.

Key Points
m Prayer-timed days; hygiene as worship (hammams).
m Coffee, spices, cuisine: global exchange.

m Muhtasib-regulated ethical markets.

Key Terms
Hammam: Public bath.

Suq: Market.

Muhtasib: Market inspector.

Example
» Coffee spreadina from Yemen's Sufis to world morninas.

Summary: Everyday life: faith woven into food, dress, and trade.

Exam Tips
O Key point: muhtasib role.

0O Remember coffee's origin.

Unit 4: Decline Debates and Modernity

Topic 16: The Decline Question

Learning Objectives
» Present decline narratives

+ Critique them
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« Offer nuanced views

Key Concepts
The narrative: after the 13th century (Mongol sack of Baghdad, 1258), Islamic science declined while
Europe rose - attributed to religious conservatism, closing of ijtihad, or institutional stagnation.

Critiques: creativity continued (Ottoman astronomy, Indian mathematics, Persian art); 'decline' partly
reflects Eurocentric periodization; economic shifts (trade routes, silver flows) mattered more than ideas;
and the question itself assumes a single peak.

Nuanced view: relative decline in certain fields, continued vitality in others; multiple causes (political
fragmentation, economic shifts, institutional factors); and the modern revival debates build on this
history.

Key Points
m 1258 as symbolic turning point - but oversimplified.

m Creativity continued in many fields and regions.

m Multiple causes; avoid monocausal religious blame.

Key Terms
Decline thesis: Claim of post-13th c. civilizational decline.

Eurocentrism: Europe-centered historical framing.
1258: Mongol sack of Baghdad.

Example
« Ottoman observatories active centuries after 'decline’.

Summary: Decline is real in parts, myth in whole - nuance required.

Exam Tips
O Key point: critiques of the thesis.

0O Remember 1258.

Topic 17: Colonialism and Its Impact

Learning Objectives
» Describe the colonial encounter
» Explain its effects

« Discuss responses

Key Concepts

From the 18th century, European powers colonized most Muslim lands: British India, French North
Africa, Dutch Indonesia - only a few regions escaped direct rule. Economic extraction, new borders, and
imposed legal-educational systems disrupted institutions.

Effects: traditional education marginalized, waqgf properties seized, ulama displaced by
Western-educated elites, and economies reoriented to colonial needs. The psychological wound -
civilization fallen behind - shaped modern thought.

Responses varied: reform (Al-Afghani, Abduh - ‘return to true Islam, embrace science’), revival,
nationalism, and later Islamism - all wrestling with the colonial experience's legacy.
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Key Points
m Most Muslim lands colonized by the 19th-20th centuries.

m Institutions disrupted; economies reoriented.

m Reform, revival, nationalism as responses.

Key Terms
Colonialism: European domination of Muslim lands.

Reformism: Al-Afghani/Abduh's renewal movement.

Ulama: Religious scholars.

Example
» British seizure of waaf properties in India.

Summary: Colonialism ruptured institutions; responses still unfold.

Exam Tips
O Key point; institutional effects.

O Remember reformist response.

Topic 18: Reform and Revival Movements

Learning Objectives
+ Survey reform movements

« Explain their programs

» Assess their impact

Key Concepts

Reformists (19th-20th c.): Al-Afghani and Abduh argued Islam mandates reason and science - decline
came from abandoning true Islam, not from Islam itself; Rashid Rida's Al-Manar spread ideas; Igbal
philosophized Islamic renewal for the modern age.

Revivalists: from Shah Waliullah (India) to contemporary movements emphasizing scriptural return and
social reform. Educational: Aligarh (modern Muslim university), Deoband (traditional scholarship
preserved) - complementary strategies.

Impact: mass literacy in Islamic thought, modern Islamic education, and the intellectual resources for
contemporary engagement - debates continue between traditionalists, modernists, and revivalists.

Key Points
m Abduh: true Islam embraces reason and science.

m Aligarh and Deoband: complementary educational strategies.

m Igbal: philosophical renewal.

Key Terms
Islah: Reform.
Tajdid: Renewal.

Al-Manar: Rashid Rida's reformist journal.

Example
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« Abduh's reforms at Al-Azhar modernizina curricula.

Summary: Reform: returning to sources to face the future.

Exam Tips
O Key point: Abduh's thesis.

O Remember Aligarh vs. Deoband.

Topic 19: Islam and the Modern World

Learning Objectives
« Discuss contemporary issues

« Explain democracy debates

« Address science and Islam today

Key Concepts

Democracy: scholars debate compatibility - many argue shura and justice principles support democratic
governance; experiences vary (Tunisia, Indonesia, Pakistan). Human rights: Islamic declarations
parallel universal ones with theological grounding; women's rights advancing through Islamic feminist
scholarship.

Science: the 'scientific miracles' (i'jaz 'ilmi) literature claims Qur'anic anticipations of science - popular
but scholarly contested; more robust: Islamic ethics of science (bioethics, environment) and historical
pride motivating research.

Globalization: Muslim diasporas creating Western Islamic cultures; media amplifying both
understanding and misunderstanding; the civilization now global and digital.

Key Points
m Democracy debates: shura-based arguments.
m Science: from miracle-claims to ethics and motivation.

m Global Muslim cultures, diasporas, digital presence.

Key Terms
Islamic feminism: Women's rights through Islamic sources.
I'jaz 'ilmi: 'Scientific miracles' literature.

Diaspora: Muslim communities outside Muslim-majority lands.

Example
* Indonesia's democratic Muslim politics.

Summary: Islamic civilization engages modernity on multiple fronts.

Exam Tips
O Key point: shura-democracy link.

O Remember critical view of miracle-claims.
Topic 20: Lessons and Legacies
Learning Objectives

« Summarize civilizational lessons

ISL4865 - Islamic Culture and Civilization Page 17
vulearninghub.xyz | by VU Learning HUB



 Discuss heritage preservation

« Encourage further study

Key Concepts

Lessons: knowledge as sacred duty drove achievement; cosmopolitan openness (translating others
wisdom) multiplied creativity; institutions (waqf, madrasahs) sustained it; and values (justice, mercy,
beauty) gave it purpose. Decline warns against complacency and imitation without understanding.

Heritage: manuscripts awaiting study, monuments needing preservation, and living traditions
(calligraphy, scholarship) continuing. Digital humanities now open Islamic archives globally.

The invitation: this civilization's story belongs to its heirs - study it critically, preserve it lovingly, and
continue its best tradition: learning from all humanity for humanity's benefit.

Key Points
m Sacred knowledge + openness + institutions + values = achievement.
m Heritage: manuscripts, monuments, living traditions.

m Continue the tradition: learn from all, for all.

Key Terms
Heritage preservation: Protecting cultural legacy.
Digital humanities: Computing applied to cultural archives.

Cosmopolitanism: Openness to diverse peoples and ideas.

Example
» Diaitized manuscriots brinaina Baahdad's librarv to everv lantono.

Summary: A civilization's legacy: learn it, preserve it, continue it.

Exam Tips
O Key point: the four success factors.

0O Remember the continuing invitation.

Glossary of Key Terms

Bayt al-Hikmah: The House of Wisdom, Baghdad's translation center.
Al-Khwarizmi: Founder of algebra; 'algorithm' derives from his name.
Ibn Sina: Avicenna; author of the Canon of Medicine.

Ibn al-Haytham: Pioneer of experimental optics.

Bimaristan: Islamic hospital.

Waqf: Perpetual charitable endowment.

Madrasah: Islamic college.

Convivencia: Coexistence of faiths in Al-Andalus.

Caliphate: Successorship to the Prophet's political leadership.
Falsafah: Islamic philosophy.

Aniconism: Avoiding figural religious imagery.

ljazah: Traditional teaching authorization.
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Islah/Tajdid: Reform and renewal.
Shura: Mutual consultation.

Millet: Ottoman religious-community organization.
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