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Unit 1: Philosophy and Education: The Connection

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Explain the relationship between philosophy and education

Objective 2: Identify the branches of philosophy relevant to educators

Objective 3: Analyze how beliefs shape teaching practice

Every teacher operates on a philosophy, whether examined or not. Philosophy asks the foundational

questions: What is true (metaphysics)? How do we know (epistemology)? What is right (axiology)?

Education is applied philosophy: answers to these questions determine what is taught, how it is

taught, and why. A teacher who believes knowledge is transmitted will lecture; one who believes it is

constructed will facilitate discovery. This course makes those hidden commitments visible and

examinable.

Four branches matter most to educators. Metaphysics shapes views of the child: is the child an empty

vessel, a unfolding seed, or a social constructor? Epistemology shapes pedagogy: is knowledge

received from authority, discovered through senses, or built through experience? Axiology (ethics and

aesthetics) shapes values education and what counts as worthwhile. Logic disciplines reasoning in

curriculum and assessment.

For early childhood, these questions are acute because young children are forming their most basic

orientations to learning. An educator's philosophy determines whether the classroom centers on drill

or play, obedience or inquiry, uniformity or individuality. Very important: this course's recurring exam

move is to trace a classroom practice back to its philosophical root; practice that tracing deliberately in

every unit.

Key Definitions

Metaphysics is defined as the branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of reality and

existence.

Epistemology is defined as the branch of philosophy concerned with the nature and sources of

knowledge.

Axiology is defined as the branch of philosophy concerned with values, including ethics and

aesthetics.

Key Points to Remember

• Education is applied philosophy: beliefs about reality, knowledge and value drive practice.

• Metaphysics -> view of the child; epistemology -> pedagogy; axiology -> values.

• Unexamined philosophy still governs teaching; this course examines it.

• Trace every practice to its philosophical root: the core exam skill.

Unit Summary

Philosophy provides the foundations: metaphysics, epistemology, axiology and logic shape views of

the child, pedagogy and values in early childhood education.

Exam Pointer
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Very important: be able to map a classroom practice (e.g. rote drill vs discovery play) to its

underlying epistemology. This mapping is the course's signature question.

Unit 2: Idealism and Early Childhood

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Explain idealist metaphysics and epistemology

Objective 2: Identify idealist influences: Plato, Froebel

Objective 3: Evaluate idealism's legacy in ECE

Idealism holds that reality is fundamentally mental or spiritual: ideas are the ultimate reality, and the

material world is a shadow or expression of mind. Plato's theory of Forms claims that perfect, eternal

Ideas exist beyond the senses, and learning is recollection of what the soul already knows.

Epistemologically, reason outranks sense experience; truth is grasped by the mind, not merely

observed.

Froebel, the inventor of the kindergarten, was an idealist: he saw the child as unfolding like a seed

according to divine law, and designed 'gifts' (geometric play materials) and 'occupations' to awaken

inner understanding. The teacher's role is to nurture this unfolding through carefully sequenced

experiences. Idealist traces persist in ECE: emphasis on moral and spiritual development, great

stories and ideas, and the teacher as a cultivated guide.

Critics argue idealism neglects the physical, the practical and the child's own agency,

overemphasizing adult-selected 'great ideas'. Yet its insistence that education addresses the whole

person, mind and spirit, remains a corrective to narrow skill-drilling. Very important: when evaluating

any philosophy in exams, always give both its ECE contributions and its criticisms; one-sided answers

lose marks.

Key Definitions

Idealism is defined as the philosophy that reality is fundamentally mental or spiritual; ideas are

ultimate.

Theory of Forms is defined as Plato's doctrine that perfect eternal Ideas are the true reality

behind appearances.

Froebel's gifts is defined as sequenced geometric play materials designed to unfold the child's

understanding.

Key Points to Remember

• Idealism: mind/ideas primary; Plato's Forms; learning as recollection through reason.

• Froebel's kindergarten: the child unfolds like a seed; gifts and occupations awaken understanding.

• Legacy: moral/spiritual aims, great ideas, teacher as cultivated guide.

• Critique: neglects physical agency and practical knowledge; one-sided evaluation loses marks.

Unit Summary
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Idealism grounds reality in mind; through Plato and Froebel it shaped kindergarten's unfolding-child

model, contributing holistic aims while risking neglect of the practical.

Exam Pointer

Exam pointer: explain Froebel's idealist roots and evaluate idealism's ECE legacy with both

strengths and criticisms.

Unit 3: Realism and Essentialism

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Explain realist philosophy: Aristotle, Aquinas, modern realists

Objective 2: Define essentialism as an educational philosophy

Objective 3: Assess essentialism in early childhood settings

Realism asserts an objective world independent of mind, knowable through reason and the senses.

Aristotle grounded knowledge in observation and classification; Aquinas harmonized reason with faith;

modern realists stress scientific method. Epistemologically, the senses deliver data and reason

organizes it; education therefore trains accurate observation, logical thinking and mastery of the real

world's structure.

Essentialism is realism's educational program: schools should transmit the essential knowledge and

skills of the culture, the 'basics' every educated person needs. Bagley, its chief advocate, argued

against fads: disciplined study of language, mathematics, science and history, with the teacher as

authoritative expert and hard work as the path. In ECE, essentialist traces appear in readiness

programs emphasizing literacy and numeracy fundamentals.

The strength is clarity of standards and respect for knowledge; the weakness, critics say, is a one-size

curriculum ignoring individual differences, creativity and the child's interests, poorly matched to how

young children actually learn through play. Very important: essentialism vs progressivism is the classic

debate pairing; exams often ask you to argue both sides on a concrete ECE issue like play-based

versus direct-instruction kindergartens.

Key Definitions

Realism is defined as the philosophy that an objective reality exists independently of mind and is

knowable.

Essentialism is defined as the educational philosophy that schools must transmit essential

cultural knowledge and skills.

Bagley is defined as William Bagley, leading advocate of essentialism against progressive fads.

Key Points to Remember

• Realism: objective world, known via senses + reason; Aristotle to modern scientific realists.

• Essentialism: transmit the basics; teacher as authority; disciplined effort.

• ECE traces: school-readiness focus on literacy/numeracy fundamentals.

• Debate: standards and clarity vs ignoring individuality and play-based learning.
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Unit Summary

Realism's objective world yields essentialism's back-to-basics schooling: strong on standards, weak

on individuality, a perennial debate partner to progressivism.

Exam Pointer

Very important: argue essentialism vs progressivism on a concrete ECE question (e.g.

kindergarten readiness). Always present both sides.

Unit 4: Pragmatism: Dewey and Learning by Doing

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Explain pragmatist philosophy: Peirce, James, Dewey

Objective 2: Analyze Dewey's theory of experience and education

Objective 3: Apply pragmatism to early childhood practice

Pragmatism judges ideas by their consequences: truth is what works in experience. Peirce founded it

as a theory of meaning, James popularized it, and Dewey built it into a philosophy of education. For

Dewey, the universe is not finished but becoming; knowledge is not contemplation of eternal truths but

a tool for solving problems. The famous criterion: an idea's meaning lies in its practical effects.

Dewey's 'Democracy and Education' and 'Experience and Education' revolutionized schooling.

Education is the reconstruction of experience: genuine learning comes from active, purposeful doing

followed by reflection. He distinguished educative experiences (which open growth) from

mis-educative ones (which deaden it). The project method, learning centers, and integrated curriculum

all descend from Dewey; the teacher guides inquiry rather than dispensing facts.

In ECE, Dewey legitimized play with purpose, hands-on exploration, and connecting school to real life.

Critics warn that pure pragmatism can dissolve standards into aimless activity and undervalue

disciplinary knowledge. Very important: Dewey is the single most cited figure in ECE philosophy; know

his key terms (experience, reflection, growth, democracy) and be ready to design a Deweyan activity

and defend it.

Key Definitions

Pragmatism is defined as the philosophy that the meaning and truth of ideas lie in their practical

consequences.

Reconstruction of experience is defined as Dewey's definition of education: reorganizing

experience to enable further growth.

Mis-educative experience is defined as an experience that arrests or distorts subsequent growth.

Key Points to Remember

• Pragmatism: truth = what works; Peirce, James, Dewey.

• Dewey: education reconstructs experience; learning by purposeful doing + reflection.

• Practice: projects, learning centers, integrated curriculum; teacher as guide.

• Critique: risks aimlessness and thin disciplinary knowledge without structure.

vulearninghub.xyz  |  by VU Learning HUB

V IMPORTANT



Page 7

Unit Summary

Pragmatism, through Dewey, made experience and inquiry the heart of education, legitimizing

purposeful play and projects while needing structure to avoid aimlessness.

Exam Pointer

Very important: explain Dewey's experience criterion and design/defend a Deweyan ECE activity.

Key terms: growth, reflection, democracy.

Unit 5: Progressivism, Reconstructionism and Humanism

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Define progressivism and its classroom implications

Objective 2: Explain reconstructionism: Brameld and social reform

Objective 3: Describe humanistic education: Rogers and Maslow

Progressivism is Dewey's ideas as a movement: child-centered schools, learning by doing, democratic

classrooms, and curriculum from children's interests. The teacher is a facilitator; assessment is

authentic (portfolios, projects) rather than standardized. In ECE, progressivism is the air most modern

kindergartens breathe: choice time, emergent curriculum, learning through play.

Reconstructionism (Brameld) goes further: schools should reconstruct society toward justice and

democracy. Education is frankly political: it should confront poverty, prejudice and environmental

crisis, forming activist citizens. In ECE this appears in anti-bias curricula and peace education. Critics

ask whether schools should indoctrinate even for good causes, and whether young children can

handle structural critique.

Humanism (Rogers, Maslow) centers the whole person: self-actualization is the goal, the teacher

offers empathy and unconditional positive regard, and learning must be personally meaningful. Open

classrooms and affective education descend from it. Very important: these three form a family of

child-centered philosophies; exams often ask you to distinguish them precisely, so learn one crisp

differentiator each: progressivism = experience, reconstructionism = social reform, humanism =

self-actualization.

Key Definitions

Progressivism is defined as child-centered education through experience, interests and

democracy.

Reconstructionism is defined as education as deliberate reconstruction of society toward justice.

Self-actualization is defined as Maslow's highest need: realizing one's full potential.

Key Points to Remember

• Progressivism: child-centered, experience, democratic classroom, authentic assessment.

• Reconstructionism (Brameld): schools as engines of social reform; anti-bias ECE.

• Humanism (Rogers, Maslow): whole person, empathy, meaningful learning.

• Differentiators: experience vs social reform vs self-actualization.
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Unit Summary

Progressivism, reconstructionism and humanism form the child-centered family, differing in whether

the center is experience, social reform or self-actualization.

Exam Pointer

Exam pointer: distinguish the three with one crisp differentiator each, and evaluate anti-bias

curriculum from a reconstructionist view.

Unit 6: Existentialism and Phenomenology in Education

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Explain existentialist themes: freedom, choice, authenticity

Objective 2: Discuss implications for the young child

Objective 3: Evaluate strengths and limits for ECE

Existentialism (Sartre, existentialist educators) starts from human freedom: we are 'condemned to be

free', creating ourselves through choices, with no essence pre-written. Authenticity means owning

one's choices; bad faith is blaming circumstances. Phenomenology, its cousin, studies lived

experience as it presents itself, bracketing assumptions.

For education, existentialism demands that learning involve real choice and responsibility: students

should confront genuine alternatives, reflect on who they are becoming, and create meaning rather

than receive it. The teacher provokes self-examination rather than delivering conclusions. Applied to

ECE cautiously, it supports giving children meaningful choices, honoring their perspectives, and

treating their questions seriously.

Critics note existentialism's heavy themes, anxiety, absurdity, suit adolescents and adults better than

young children, and its radical individualism can neglect community and knowledge transmission. Its

ECE value is mainly corrective: a reminder that even young children are persons with inner lives, not

just developmental stages. Very important: exams may ask why existentialism is marginal in ECE;

answer with the developmental mismatch while crediting its respect for the child's personhood.

Key Definitions

Existentialism is defined as the philosophy emphasizing radical freedom, choice and

self-creation.

Authenticity is defined as owning one's choices and values rather than living in bad faith.

Phenomenology is defined as the study of experience as lived, bracketing presuppositions.

Key Points to Remember

• Existentialism: freedom, choice, authenticity; we create ourselves.

• Education: real choices, self-examination, meaning-making over reception.

• ECE application: meaningful choices, honoring children's perspectives.

• Limit: heavy themes fit older learners; value is respecting child personhood.
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Unit Summary

Existentialism centers freedom and authenticity; its ECE role is limited but real: honoring young

children as persons with inner lives and genuine choices.

Exam Pointer

Exam pointer: explain existentialism's core themes and argue why its ECE application is limited yet

valuable.

Unit 7: Islamic Philosophy of Education

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Outline the Islamic concept of knowledge (ilm)

Objective 2: Explain aims of education in Islamic thought: tarbiyah, ta'lim, ta'dib

Objective 3: Discuss key Muslim thinkers: Al-Ghazali, Ibn Khaldun

Islamic philosophy grounds education in tawhid (divine unity): all knowledge is ultimately one, and

learning is both an intellectual and spiritual act. 'Ilm (knowledge) is sacred; seeking it is worship. The

aims are captured in three terms: ta'lim (instruction, transmitting knowledge), tarbiyah (nurturing

growth, from the root 'to grow'), and ta'dib (cultivation of adab, right conduct and refinement). Together

they demand education of mind, character and spirit.

Al-Ghazali detailed the ethics of learning: intention must be sincere, teachers are spiritual guides, and

knowledge must be acted upon, not merely stored. He warned against knowledge for vanity. Ibn

Khaldun, in the Muqaddimah, analyzed pedagogy empirically: he criticized rote harshness, advocated

gradual progression from simple to complex, repetition with understanding, and learning through travel

and direct observation, remarkably modern insights.

For ECE, the Islamic tradition offers: reverence for the child's fitrah (innate disposition toward good),

moral formation alongside intellect, memorization with understanding (as in Qur'anic pedagogy), and

the teacher's moral exemplarity. Very important: this unit lets you integrate faith and profession; exam

answers should show how Islamic concepts enrich, not merely decorate, early childhood practice.

Key Definitions

Tawhid is defined as the Islamic principle of divine unity, grounding the unity of knowledge.

Tarbiyah / Ta'lim / Ta'dib is defined as nurturing growth / instruction / cultivation of right conduct:

the three aims.

Fitrah is defined as the innate natural disposition toward goodness in Islamic thought.

Key Points to Remember

• Tawhid: unity of knowledge; seeking ilm is worship.

• Three aims: ta'lim (knowledge), tarbiyah (growth), ta'dib (character).

• Al-Ghazali: ethics and intention of learning; Ibn Khaldun: gradual, understanding-based pedagogy.

• ECE: fitrah, moral formation, memorization with understanding, teacher as exemplar.
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Unit Summary

Islamic philosophy educates mind, character and spirit through tawhid, the three aims, and thinkers

like Al-Ghazali and Ibn Khaldun, with deep ECE implications.

Exam Pointer

Very important: explain tarbiyah, ta'lim and ta'dib with ECE examples, and summarize Ibn

Khaldun's pedagogical principles.

Unit 8: Pioneers of Early Childhood: Montessori

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Explain Montessori's philosophy and method

Objective 2: Describe the prepared environment and auto-education

Objective 3: Evaluate Montessori for contemporary ECE

Maria Montessori, physician turned educator, built her method on scientific observation of children.

Her philosophy: children have absorbent minds (effortlessly soaking the environment, especially 0-6),

pass through sensitive periods (windows of intense interest, e.g. for order or language), and develop

through self-directed activity. The adult's task is to prepare the environment, then step back: 'Help me

to do it myself.'

The prepared environment is ordered, beautiful and child-sized, with self-correcting didactic materials

sequenced from simple to complex (practical life, sensorial, language, mathematics). Auto-education

means the material, not the teacher, corrects the child, building independence and concentration.

Mixed-age classrooms (3-6) let younger learn from older; uninterrupted work periods protect deep

engagement.

Evaluation: strengths include respect for the child, superb materials, and documented gains in

concentration and independence; criticisms include limited pretend play and creativity, teacher training

demands, and cost. Very important: Montessori is philosophy incarnate, observation-based but with

spiritual overtones; exam answers should connect each material or practice to its philosophical

principle.

Key Definitions

Absorbent mind is defined as Montessori's term for the young child's effortless absorption of the

environment.

Sensitive periods is defined as developmental windows of intense interest and readiness for

specific learning.

Prepared environment is defined as the ordered, child-scaled setting enabling independent

auto-education.

Key Points to Remember

• Philosophy: absorbent mind, sensitive periods, self-directed development.

• Method: prepared environment, self-correcting materials, auto-education, mixed ages.
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• Teacher: observer and preparer, intervening minimally.

• Strengths: independence, concentration; critiques: limited fantasy play, cost, training.

Unit Summary

Montessori's observed philosophy of the absorbent mind yields the prepared environment and

auto-education, powerfully fostering independence with debated limits on play.

Exam Pointer

Very important: connect Montessori materials/practices to principles (e.g. self-correction ->

independence). Evaluate with strengths and criticisms.

Unit 9: Pioneers: Froebel, Steiner, Piaget, Vygotsky

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Summarize Froebel's kindergarten and Steiner's Waldorf ideas

Objective 2: Explain Piaget's constructivism for ECE

Objective 3: Explain Vygotsky's sociocultural theory and the ZPD

Froebel invented kindergarten ('children's garden'): children unfold like plants, learning through play

with gifts and occupations, songs and nature. Steiner's Waldorf education adds

spiritual-anthropological stages (0-7: imitation and rhythm; no early academics), natural materials, and

teacher continuity. Both honor childhood's own nature against premature schooling.

Piaget's constructivism: children actively construct knowledge through assimilation and

accommodation, progressing through sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete and formal stages. ECE

implication: match experiences to the child's stage, offer hands-on manipulation, and respect that

preoperational children think differently, not deficiently. Discovery learning descends from Piaget.

Vygotsky's sociocultural theory: learning is social first; the zone of proximal development (ZPD) is the

gap between what a child does alone and with guidance, where teaching should target. Language

scaffolds thought; play creates a ZPD. Scaffolding, guided participation and collaborative learning are

Vygotskian. Very important: Piaget vs Vygotsky (individual construction vs social co-construction) is a

canonical exam comparison; master it.

Key Definitions

Kindergarten is defined as Froebel's 'children's garden': play-based unfolding of the child.

Constructivism (Piaget) is defined as children actively construct knowledge through assimilation

and accommodation.

Zone of proximal development is defined as Vygotsky's gap between independent and guided

performance, where teaching belongs.

Key Points to Remember

• Froebel: unfolding through play; Steiner/Waldorf: stages, rhythm, no early academics.

• Piaget: active construction, stages; match teaching to stage; discovery learning.
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• Vygotsky: learning is social; teach in the ZPD; scaffolding; language and play.

• Canonical comparison: Piaget (individual) vs Vygotsky (social).

Unit Summary

Froebel and Steiner honor childhood nature; Piaget theorizes individual construction through stages;

Vygotsky theorizes social learning in the ZPD.

Exam Pointer

Very important: compare Piaget and Vygotsky on the role of the social, stages, and teacher. Define

ZPD with an ECE example.

Unit 10: Play: Philosophical and Educational Foundations

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Argue philosophically for play's centrality

Objective 2: Classify types of play and their developmental value

Objective 3: Defend play against academic-pressure critiques

Philosophers of childhood converge on play: for Froebel it is the child's work, for Dewey purposeful

experience, for Vygotsky the creator of the ZPD, for Piaget the exercise of new schemas. Play is

intrinsically motivated, freely chosen, and process-oriented; these very features make it the natural

medium of early learning. Neuroscience now confirms: play builds executive function, language and

social cognition.

Types of play each teach: functional play (repetition, mastery), constructive play (building, planning),

dramatic/pretend play (symbolization, theory of mind, self-regulation), games with rules (fairness,

strategy), and rough-and-tumble (boundaries, resilience). Teacher roles range from stage-setting to

co-playing to focused scaffolding within play; the art is enriching without hijacking.

Against 'wasted time' critiques, the defense is empirical and philosophical: direct instruction of isolated

skills shows weak transfer and harms motivation, while guided play produces equal or better learning

with stronger engagement. Very important: exams often pose the play-vs-academics debate; answer

with both the philosophical lineage and the evidence, and distinguish free play from guided play.

Key Definitions

Free play is defined as child-directed play without adult-imposed goals.

Guided play is defined as adult-enriched play preserving child agency toward learning goals.

Theory of mind is defined as understanding that others have beliefs and perspectives, built in

pretend play.

Key Points to Remember

• Philosophical lineage: Froebel, Dewey, Vygotsky, Piaget all center play.

• Types: functional, constructive, dramatic, games with rules, rough-and-tumble.

• Teacher roles: stage-setter, co-player, scaffolder; enrich without hijacking.
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• Defense: guided play matches/exceeds direct instruction with better motivation.

Unit Summary

Play is philosophically central and empirically powerful; its types build distinct capacities, and guided

play answers the academics debate.

Exam Pointer

Very important: defend play with philosophical and empirical arguments, distinguishing free from

guided play.

Unit 11: Curriculum Philosophies for ECE

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Compare curriculum models: traditional, emergent, integrated

Objective 2: Explain developmentally appropriate practice (DAP)

Objective 3: Design a philosophically coherent ECE curriculum sketch

Curriculum philosophies answer: what is worth learning and who decides? Traditional models

pre-specify content and sequence (essentialist). Emergent curriculum (Reggio Emilia-inspired) builds

from children's interests, with teachers documenting and extending inquiries. Integrated/thematic

curriculum organizes learning around meaningful wholes rather than isolated subjects. Each reflects

its philosophy: transmission, co-construction, or holism.

Developmentally appropriate practice (DAP, NAEYC) is the professional consensus: teaching should

be age-appropriate (knowing typical development), individually appropriate (knowing each child), and

culturally appropriate (knowing each child's context). DAP is not anti-academic; it insists academics be

taught in ways young children can actually learn: hands-on, playful, meaningful.

A coherent curriculum sketch aligns philosophy, goals, environment, activities and assessment.

Example (Vygotskian): goals stress language and self-regulation; environment offers rich social play;

activities use guided participation; assessment is observational documentation. Very important:

coherence is the exam criterion; a curriculum mixing incompatible philosophies without justification is

the classic failing answer.

Key Definitions

Emergent curriculum is defined as curriculum built from children's observed interests,

documented and extended by teachers.

Developmentally appropriate practice is defined as teaching matched to age, individual and

culture (NAEYC).

Reggio Emilia is defined as the Italian approach: emergent curriculum, documentation,

environment as third teacher.

Key Points to Remember

• Models: traditional (pre-specified), emergent (interest-built), integrated (thematic wholes).

• DAP: age-, individually, and culturally appropriate; pro-learning, not anti-academic.
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• Coherence: philosophy -> goals -> environment -> activities -> assessment must align.

• Documentation (Reggio) makes learning visible to children, parents, teachers.

Unit Summary

ECE curriculum philosophies range from traditional to emergent; DAP guides appropriateness;

coherence across all elements is the quality criterion.

Exam Pointer

Very important: sketch a philosophically coherent mini-curriculum and justify each element from

the philosophy. Incoherent mixing is the classic error.

Unit 12: The Teacher, the Child and Society

Learning Objectives

Objective 1: Analyze the teacher's role across philosophies

Objective 2: Discuss images of the child

Objective 3: Connect ECE philosophy to social aims

The teacher's role is philosophy made visible: dispenser (essentialism), gardener (Froebel), guide

(Dewey), observer-preparer (Montessori), scaffolder (Vygotsky), facilitator (humanism). Each image

carries an ethic: the dispenser values fidelity, the gardener patience, the guide responsiveness.

Reflective teachers know which role they inhabit and why, shifting deliberately rather than drifting.

Images of the child likewise vary: empty vessel, unfolding seed, young scientist, social apprentice,

citizen-in-formation, spiritual being. Policy follows image: vessels get drilling, citizens get participation.

The sociology of childhood adds that 'the child' is also socially constructed, differing by class, gender

and culture, which is why culturally appropriate practice matters.

Finally, ECE philosophy answers to society: what kind of persons and citizens are we forming?

Democratic, just, compassionate, competent? Reconstructionism makes this explicit, but every

philosophy implies it. Very important: the closing exam move of this course is the synthesis essay:

state your own philosophy of early childhood education, defend it with course thinkers, and show its

classroom consequences. Begin drafting it now.

Key Definitions

Image of the child is defined as the implicit conception of children's nature guiding practice and

policy.

Reflective practitioner is defined as a teacher who examines and adjusts practice in light of

principles.

Social construction of childhood is defined as the idea that 'childhood' varies by history, culture

and class.

Key Points to Remember

• Teacher roles: dispenser, gardener, guide, observer, scaffolder, facilitator; know yours.

• Images of the child drive policy: vessel->drilling, citizen->participation.
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• Childhood is socially constructed; culture matters.

• Final synthesis: state and defend your own ECE philosophy with thinkers and classroom

consequences.

Unit Summary

Teacher roles and images of the child embody philosophy; reflective practice and social purpose

complete the course, culminating in your own defended philosophy.

Exam Pointer

Very important: the synthesis essay, your own philosophy defended with course thinkers and

classroom implications, is the capstone. Prepare it across the course, not the night before.
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