
VU LEARNING HUB
vulearninghub.xyz

HIGHLIGHTED HANDOUT

ISL4802
Islamic Political Thought

ISL4802 by VU Learning HUB
Prepared for VU students • Free study resources

https://vulearninghub.xyz



Virtual University of Pakistan — Study Handout Page 1

ISL4802

Islamic Political Thought

Lecture-Wise Study Handout
Virtual University of Pakistan

21 lectures • prepared for exam study

vulearninghub.xyz  |  by VU Learning HUB

V IMPORTANT



Virtual University of Pakistan — Study Handout Page 2

Table of Contents
1. Qur'anic Foundations and the Prophetic Model

2. Farabi and Mawardi

3. Ghazali, Nizam al-Mulk, and Ibn Taymiyyah

4. Ibn Khaldun: Science of Civilization

5. Shah Waliullah: Decline and Reform

6. Afghani, Abduh, and the Caliphate Crisis

7. Iqbal: Selfhood and Spiritual Democracy

8. Maududi, Qutb, and Political Islam

9. Islam and Democracy

10. Human Rights and Women

11. Jihad and War Ethics

12. The Islamic State: Features and Citizenship

13. Secularism and the Caliphate Question

14. Pakistan: Constitutional Islam in Practice

15. Economic Justice and the Welfare Duty

16. Synthesis and Exam Strategy

17. Thinker Comparison Matrix

18. The Arab Spring Laboratory

19. Contemporary Muslim Governance Models

20. Question Bank and Essay Strategy

21. Women and Political Authority

vulearninghub.xyz  |  by VU Learning HUB

V IMPORTANT



Virtual University of Pakistan — Study Handout Page 3

About This Course
ISL4802 – Islamic Political Thought studies fourteen centuries of Muslim reflection on power: how

revelation, philosophy, and history shaped theories of the state, leadership, justice, and community.

This handout covers Qur'anic political concepts, the classical philosophers and jurists (Farabi,

Mawardi, Ghazali, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn Khaldun), Shah Waliullah, the modern reformers (Afghani, Iqbal,

Maududi, Qutb), and contemporary debates on democracy, human rights, and the Islamic state — with

Pakistan's constitutional experience throughout.

Each lecture gives learning objectives, core explanations with definitions, examples, exam key points,

a summary, and review questions.
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Lecture 1: Qur'anic Foundations and the Prophetic Model

Learning Objectives

• Identify Qur'anic political concepts

• Explain the Madinan precedent

The Qur'an's political vocabulary: ummah (the community — transcending tribe and nation, 2:143's

'middle nation'), khilafah (vicegerency — humanity's trusteeship, extended politically to leadership),

shura (consultation — 3:159, 42:38 command it as a decision-making principle), bay'ah (the pledge of

allegiance — the contractual basis of legitimate rule), adalah (justice — the state's supreme duty,

4:135, 16:90), and amanah (trust — offices as trusts, 4:58).

The Prophet's (PBUH) Madinah established the precedents: the Charter of Madinah (a written

covenant binding Muslims, Jews, and pagans in one political community with defined rights and duties

— arguably the first written constitution), shura in practice (Uhud, Khandaq councils), and succession

by bay'ah (the community's pledge to Abu Bakr). The Rashidun caliphate added: election/consultation

in succession, accountability (Umar's 'correct me' sermon), and the rule of law over rulers.

Key exam thesis: Islam gives political principles (justice, consultation, trust, community) rather than a

fixed constitutional blueprint — the principles are divine, the institutional forms are human ijtihad across

history. This distinction unlocks the democracy debate later in the course.

Key Definitions

Shura is defined as the Qur'anic principle of consultation in collective decision-making (3:159, 42:38).

Bay'ah is defined as the pledge of allegiance by which the community legitimizes a ruler.

Examples

■ Charter of Madinah: defined the ummah to include Jewish tribes with mutual defense duties.

■ Umar: 'If you see me deviate, correct me' — accountability of the ruler.

Key Points — very important for exams

Core concepts: ummah, khilafah, shura, bay'ah, adalah, amanah — memorize all six.

Madinah Charter: pluralist covenant — first written constitution.

Rashidun precedents: consultation, election, accountability, rule of law.

Principles are divine; institutional forms are human ijtihad — very important distinction.

Review Questions

? Is there an 'Islamic constitution' in the Qur'an? Discuss.

? How was Abu Bakr legitimized?

Section Summary
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Revelation supplies political principles — justice, consultation, trust — and Madinah supplies the

founding practice; forms evolve by ijtihad.

Exam Pointers

→ What are the Qur'an's core political concepts?

→ Why is the Charter of Madinah significant?

Lecture 2: Farabi and Mawardi

Learning Objectives

• Explain both thinkers

• Contrast ideal and realist theory

Al-Farabi (d. 950), the 'Second Teacher' (after Aristotle), wrote al-Madina al-Fadila (The Virtuous City):

the ideal state is led by the philosopher-prophet-ruler, uniting wisdom and revelation, with citizens

ordered by their capacities toward collective happiness. Politics is the art of arranging souls — a

Platonic vision Islamized through prophecy.

Al-Mawardi (d. 1058), in al-Ahkam al-Sultaniyyah (Ordinances of Government), gave Sunni political

jurisprudence its classic form: the imamate's necessity, qualifications (justice, knowledge, competence,

Quraysh lineage — debated), modes of appointment (election by ahl al-hall wa'l-aqd, or designation),

and — crucially — the wizarat (vizierate) and the legitimacy of de facto power (imarat al-istila') when

the caliph is weak: law adapting to Buyid military reality.

The exam contrast: Farabi theorizes the ideal (philosophical utopia); Mawardi legitimizes the real

(juristic accommodation). Together they define classical Sunnism's political posture: idealize justice,

accept order — even imperfect order — over chaos (fitna).

Key Definitions

Imarat al-istila' is defined as al-Mawardi's doctrine legitimizing rulers who seized power, provided

they uphold the Shariah — juristic realism.

Ahl al-hall wa'l-aqd is defined as the 'people who bind and loose' — the electors/consensus-makers

in Mawardi's theory.

Examples

■ Farabi's ruler: philosopher + prophet — reason and revelation united in one head.

■ Mawardi's Buyids: real military rulers legitimized to preserve legal order.

Key Points — very important for exams

Farabi: Virtuous City — philosopher-prophet ruler; politics as soul-craft.

Mawardi: Ahkam al-Sultaniyyah — imamate rules, appointment modes, wizarat.
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Imarat al-istila': legitimizing de facto power — order over chaos.

Ideal (Farabi) vs real (Mawardi): the classical Sunni balance.

Review Questions

? Is Mawardi an apologist for tyranny? Defend or critique.

? Who are the ahl al-hall wa'l-aqd today?

Section Summary

Farabi dreams the perfect city; Mawardi governs the real one — classical political thought holds both

together.

Exam Pointers

→ Contrast Farabi's and Mawardi's political projects.

→ What is imarat al-istila' and why did Mawardi need it?

Lecture 3: Ghazali, Nizam al-Mulk, and Ibn Taymiyyah

Learning Objectives

• Explain the three thinkers

• Trace the justice theme

Al-Ghazali (d. 1111) bridged philosophy, theology, and Sufism; politically, his Nasihat al-Muluk

(Counsel for Kings) and the Ihya' teach that the ruler's justice is the linchpin of worldly order — 'a day of

just rule outweighs sixty years of worship' — while warning rulers that power corrupts the soul. Politics

needs ethics, and ethics needs the ruler's example.

Nizam al-Mulk (d. 1092), the Seljuk vizier, wrote the Siyasatnama: practical statecraft — espionage

networks, army pay, religious patronage, and the famous maxim that the state can survive with unbelief

but not with injustice (al-mulk yabqa ma'a al-kufr wa la yabqa ma'a al-zulm). Administration as the

guardian of justice.

Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 1328), in al-Siyasah al-Shar'iyyah, argued politics must serve the Shariah's

purposes: commanding right and forbidding wrong through public authority, with the ruler's legitimacy

tied to establishing justice — and that sixty years of unjust rule... he inverted the quietist reading:

obedience is conditional on justice, and scholars must counsel (and if needed, confront) rulers.

Key Definitions

Al-Siyasah al-Shar'iyyah is defined as Ibn Taymiyyah's doctrine that state policy must serve

Shariah's objectives — governance in the Shariah's service.

Examples

■ Nizam al-Mulk: 'the state survives unbelief, not injustice' — justice as regime foundation.
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■ Taymiyyah: enjoining right via state power — the activist reading.

Key Points — very important for exams

Ghazali: ruler's justice anchors worldly order; power endangers the soul.

Nizam al-Mulk: statecraft manual — justice, not piety, sustains the state.

Ibn Taymiyyah: politics must serve Shariah purposes; obedience conditional on justice.

Counsel-to-confrontation spectrum: scholars' duty toward rulers.

Review Questions

? Does 'survives unbelief, not injustice' support secularism? Discuss.

? When may scholars disobey rulers, per Taymiyyah?

Section Summary

Justice is the master concept: Ghazali moralizes it, Nizam administers it, Taymiyyah weaponizes it

against tyranny.

Exam Pointers

→ What is Ghazali's advice to rulers?

→ Explain Ibn Taymiyyah's conditional obedience.

Lecture 4: Ibn Khaldun: Science of Civilization

Learning Objectives

• Explain Khaldunian theory

• Apply it to modern politics

Ibn Khaldun (d. 1406), in the Muqaddimah, founded the science of civilization (ilm al-umran): states rise

through asabiyyah (group solidarity — tribal, religious, or ideological cohesion) and decline as luxury

erodes it, in cyclical dynastic rhythms (~3–4 generations). Political authority (mulk) is natural to

humans; religion supercharges asabiyyah — the early Islamic conquests as the prime case.

His political economy insights: taxation follows the Laffer-like curve (moderate taxes, thriving economy,

rising revenue; oppressive taxes, shrinking base); the state should not engage in commerce (it crowds

out subjects and corrupts); and crafts/sciences flourish under stable, just rule. Rulers need legitimacy,

competence, and restraint.

Modern relevance: asabiyyah explains nationalism, party machines, and militant movements alike; the

dynastic cycle reads like a theory of institutional decay. Exam thesis: Ibn Khaldun is political sociology

before sociology — power explained by social cohesion and material incentives, not just ideals.

Key Definitions
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Asabiyyah is defined as Ibn Khaldun's concept of group solidarity/cohesion — the social energy that

founds and sustains states.

Examples

■ Asabiyyah: the early Muslims' religious solidarity enabling rapid state formation.

■ Tax curve: 'at the end of a dynasty, small revenue from large assessments.'

Key Points — very important for exams

Asabiyyah (solidarity) founds states; luxury erodes it — the dynastic cycle.

Religion as asabiyyah-multiplier: the Islamic conquests explained.

Tax curve, anti-state-commerce, justice-prosperity links.

Political sociology before sociology: power via cohesion + incentives.

Review Questions

? Analyze a modern movement through asabiyyah.

? Why shouldn't the state trade?

Section Summary

Ibn Khaldun explains power's sociology: solidarity builds states, injustice and luxury dissolve them — a

cycle, not an accident.

Exam Pointers

→ Explain asabiyyah and the dynastic cycle.

→ What are Ibn Khaldun's economic counsels to rulers?

Lecture 5: Shah Waliullah: Decline and Reform

Learning Objectives

• Explain Waliullah's thought

• Place him historically

Shah Waliullah (d. 1762) of Delhi diagnosed Mughal decline: the causes were fiscal-moral — crushing

taxation, a parasitic courtly class, and the ulama's divorce from public life. His Hujjat Allah al-Baligha

grounds politics in the philosophy of religion: the caliphate's purpose is establishing justice and public

welfare (masalih), with the ruler as God's steward over the social order.

His program: moral reform of elites, economic justice (he condemned exploitative taxation and land

grants that burdened peasants), Muslim political unity (his letters to Ahmad Shah Abdali preceded

Panipat 1761), and ijtihad — reopening independent reasoning to adapt law to changed conditions. He

translated the Qur'an into Persian to democratize access — knowledge as empowerment.
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Legacy: the intellectual father of South Asian Islamic revivalism — influencing the Deobandis, the Ahl-i

Hadith, Iqbal, and Maududi differently. Exam point: Waliullah is the bridge — classical thought's last

great systematizer and modern reform's first voice.

Key Definitions

Hujjat Allah al-Baligha is defined as Shah Waliullah's masterwork grounding law and politics in

divine wisdom and public welfare.

Examples

■ Fiscal critique: jagir grants and court extravagance crushing the peasantry — political economy of

decline.

■ Persian Qur'an translation: breaking the ulama's knowledge monopoly.

Key Points — very important for exams

Diagnosis: fiscal exploitation, elite parasitism, ulama irrelevance.

Politics serves masalih (public welfare) under divine stewardship.

Program: elite reform, economic justice, unity, ijtihad, vernacular Qur'an.

Bridge: last classical systematizer, first modern reformer — know this line.

Note:

Note: 'bridge between classical and modern' is the standard exam characterization — use it as your

Waliullah thesis sentence.

Review Questions

? How did Waliullah influence Iqbal and Maududi differently?

? Was his Abdali invitation wise? Debate.

Section Summary

Waliullah turned decline into diagnosis and diagnosis into program: justice, unity, and ijtihad — South

Asia's reform template.

Exam Pointers

→ What was Waliullah's diagnosis of Mughal decline?

→ Why is he called the bridge to modern reform?

Lecture 6: Afghani, Abduh, and the Caliphate Crisis

Learning Objectives

• Explain Islamic modernism
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• Analyze the 1924 crisis

Jamal al-Din al-Afghani (d. 1897) preached pan-Islamic unity against European imperialism: Muslims'

weakness came from despotism and division, curable by constitutional limits on rulers and Muslim

solidarity. His disciple Muhammad Abduh (d. 1905) added the reform program: reconcile Islam with

reason and science, reform al-Azhar, and reinterpret the tradition (his Tafsir al-Manar) — ijtihad against

taqlid.

Rashid Rida carried Abduh's mantle toward the caliphate question: after Ataturk abolished the Ottoman

caliphate (1924), Rida's al-Khilafah aw al-Imamah al-Uzma argued for a restored, elective, consultative

caliphate — the caliphate debate that still echoes. Ali Abd al-Raziq's counter-blast (Islam wa Usul

al-Hukm, 1925) claimed the caliphate was not religiously mandated — igniting the Islam-and-state

controversy in its modern form.

The pattern: imperialism forced the questions (unity? constitution? caliphate?), and reformers

answered with Islamic modernism — reason, consultation, and selective Western borrowing. Exam

thesis: modern Islamic political thought begins as anti-colonial self-strengthening.

Key Definitions

Caliphate abolition is defined as the 1924 abolition of the Ottoman caliphate, triggering the modern

debate on Islam's political form.

Examples

■ Afghani: pan-Islamic journals and secret societies against British/French empires.

■ Rida vs Raziq: caliphate as religious duty vs purely historical institution.

Key Points — very important for exams

Afghani: pan-Islam + anti-despotism + constitutionalism.

Abduh: reason, science, ijtihad; reform the ulama.

1924: caliphate abolished — Rida demands restoration, Raziq denies its religious basis.

Modern thought begins as anti-colonial self-strengthening.

Review Questions

? Is the caliphate religiously obligatory? Present both cases.

? How did colonialism shape Islamic political thought?

Section Summary

Empire posed the questions; modernists answered with unity, constitutions, and ijtihad — and the

caliphate debate they opened never closed.

Exam Pointers

→ What was Afghani's political program?
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→ Why did 1924 electrify Islamic political thought?

Lecture 7: Iqbal: Selfhood and Spiritual Democracy

Learning Objectives

• Explain Iqbal's political philosophy

• Place his 1930 address

Muhammad Iqbal (d. 1938) reconstructed Islamic political thought philosophically: the self (khudi) as

the political unit — free, creative, responsible — and the community as selves in fellowship. His 1930

Allahabad address proposed a consolidated Muslim state in north-west India: not theocracy but a polity

where Islamic principles inspire modern democratic organization.

Iqbal on ijtihad: the 'principle of movement' in Islam — each generation must reinterpret the law; taqlid

(blind following) is political death. On democracy: Islam's shura and ijma' (consensus) are democratic

in spirit, but Western democracy's soulless counting needs Islam's ethical anchoring — 'spiritual

democracy' rather than secular majoritarianism.

On nationalism: territorial nationalism divides the ummah; the Muslim community is a moral, not racial,

nation. Exam synthesis: Iqbal = Islamic modernist democrat — for selfhood, ijtihad, ethical democracy,

Muslim political consolidation, and against both theocracy and secular nationalism.

Key Definitions

Khudi is defined as Iqbal's concept of the self — autonomous, creative, responsible — as the basis

of his political philosophy.

Examples

■ Allahabad 1930: Muslim-majority provinces consolidated — the Pakistan idea's philosophical seed.

■ Ijtihad as 'the principle of movement': legal dynamism as religious duty.

Key Points — very important for exams

Khudi: the free self as political unit; community as fellowship of selves.

1930: consolidated Muslim state — Islamic inspiration, modern organization.

Ijtihad = the principle of movement; taqlid = death.

Democracy yes (shura/ijma'), secular nationalism no — 'spiritual democracy'.

Review Questions

? Is Iqbal a democrat? Argue with his texts.

? How does khudi ground political freedom?

Section Summary
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Iqbal made the Muslim self the foundation of politics: free selves, ethical democracy, and a polity

worthy of them.

Exam Pointers

→ What was Iqbal's 1930 proposal?

→ Explain Iqbal's view of democracy and nationalism.

Lecture 8: Maududi, Qutb, and Political Islam

Learning Objectives

• Explain Islamist state theory

• Compare strategies

Abul A'la Maududi (d. 1979) founded Jamaat-e-Islami (1941) and theorized the modern Islamic state

most systematically: divine sovereignty (hakimiyyah — Allah alone is legislator), the state as God's

vicegerent implementing Shariah, and democracy as permissible only within divine limits — his famous

'theo-democracy' (a democratic caliphate: popular vicegerency under divine sovereignty).

Maududi's influence: his vocabulary (hakimiyyah, jahiliyyah as modern paganism) shaped Qutb and

Islamist movements worldwide; his constitutional proposals influenced Pakistan's Objectives

Resolution debate. Critics: his state is totalizing (Islam as a complete system regulating everything

invites authoritarianism), and hakimiyyah's absolutism sits uneasily with human legislative agency.

Sayyid Qutb (d. 1966) radicalized Maududi: modern Muslim societies are in jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic

ignorance), requiring a vanguard (tali'ah) to establish hakimiyyah — his Milestones inspired

revolutionary Islamism. Hassan al-Banna (d. 1949) built the Muslim Brotherhood: gradualist,

organizational, welfare-based Islamism — the movement-building alternative to Qutb's vanguardism.

Key Definitions

Hakimiyyah is defined as Maududi's concept of divine sovereignty — Allah alone as ultimate

legislator.

Theo-democracy is defined as Maududi's term for a democratic caliphate: popular rule bounded by

divine law.

Examples

■ Theo-democracy: elected legislature legislating within Qur'an/Sunnah bounds.

■ Banna's Brotherhood: schools, clinics, unions — gradualist movement-building.

Key Points — very important for exams

Maududi: hakimiyyah (divine sovereignty) + theo-democracy; Jamaat-e-Islami 1941.

Influence: vocabulary of global Islamism; Pakistan's constitutional debates.
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Critique: totalizing tendencies; tension between divine sovereignty and human agency.

Qutb: revolutionary vanguard vs Banna: gradualist movement — know the contrast.

Review Questions

? Is theo-democracy democratic? Debate.

? Why did Qutb's ideas radicalize?

Section Summary

Maududi systematized the Islamic state, Qutb revolutionized it, Banna organized it — the three faces of

political Islam.

Exam Pointers

→ Explain Maududi's Islamic state theory.

→ Contrast Qutb and Banna as Islamist strategies.

Lecture 9: Islam and Democracy

Learning Objectives

• Debate compatibility

• Formulate the synthesis

The democracy debate: compatibility arguments cite shura (consultation), bay'ah (contractual

legitimacy), ijma' (consensus), and the Rashidun elective precedents — Islam mandates participatory,

accountable, limited government, which democracy institutionalizes. Incompatibility arguments cite

popular sovereignty vs divine sovereignty (who legislates?), majoritarianism vs minority rights, and

liberalism's moral relativism.

The synthesis position (most contemporary scholars): Islam requires the substance of democracy —

consultation, accountability, rule of law, rights — while the specific institutional form (parliamentary,

presidential) is ijtihad. Tunisia's Ennahda, Indonesia, and Pakistan's democratic-Islamic

constitutionalism are cited as working models; the failures (authoritarian 'Islamic' states) as warnings.

Examiners reward nuance: distinguish democracy as procedure (elections, accountability —

compatible) from liberalism as philosophy (moral relativism — contested), and note that the Prophet's

Madinah practiced consultation without modern elections — principles travel, forms adapt.

Key Definitions

Procedure vs philosophy is defined as the distinction between democratic procedures (compatible)

and liberal philosophy (contested) in Muslim debates.

Examples

■ Compatibility: bay'ah as an electoral-contract precedent.
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■ Incompatibility: can a majority legislate against clear Qur'anic injunctions?

Key Points — very important for exams

Compatible: shura, bay'ah, ijma', Rashidun precedents → participatory accountable rule.

Tension: popular vs divine sovereignty; majoritarianism; liberal relativism.

Synthesis: democratic substance required, institutional form is ijtihad.

Procedure vs philosophy: the nuance that earns marks.

Note:

Note: this is the course's most-examined debate — structure every answer as: compatible case →
tension case → synthesis.

Review Questions

? Can an Islamic democracy criminalize riba by majority vote?

? Is shura binding or advisory? (Classical debate — know both views.)

Section Summary

Islam demands democracy's substance — consultation, accountability, limits — while leaving its

institutional wardrobe to ijtihad.

Exam Pointers

→ Is Islam compatible with democracy? Argue both sides, then synthesize.

→ What is the difference between shura and democracy?

Lecture 10: Human Rights and Women

Learning Objectives

• Ground Islamic rights discourse

• Debate gender questions

Islamic human-rights discourse: the Cairo Declaration (1990) and the classical sources (the Prophet's

Farewell Sermon — sanctity of life, property, honor; Umar's 'when did you enslave people born free?')

ground rights in divine bestowal — stronger, believers argue, than state-granted rights. Tensions arise

where classical fiqh diverges from international norms: apostasy penalties, gender-differentiated rules,

hudud punishments.

Women's political thought: feminist and reformist scholars (Amina Wadud, Asma Barlas, Pakistan's

own) reread the sources for egalitarian meanings — khilafah and moral agency as gender-neutral,

patriarchal readings as historical accretions. Conservative scholars defend differentiated roles as

complementary justice. The lived trend: Muslim women's political participation rising (Pakistan's
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reserved seats, women parliamentarians) amid continued contestation.

Exam approach: present the rights-grounding (divine bestowal vs natural rights), the specific tensions

honestly, and the reformist/traditionalist debate on gender — evaluation, not slogans, earns marks.

Key Definitions

Cairo Declaration is defined as the OIC's 1990 human-rights declaration grounding rights in Shariah.

Examples

■ Farewell Sermon: 'your lives, property, and honor are sacred' — a rights charter.

■ Pakistan: 60 reserved seats for women — representation mechanism debated by feminists and

conservatives.

Key Points — very important for exams

Rights grounded in divine bestowal (Farewell Sermon, Cairo Declaration).

Tensions: apostasy, hudud, gender-differentiated fiqh vs international norms.

Reformist rereading vs traditionalist complementarity on gender.

Lived trend: rising participation, continued contestation.

Review Questions

? Are human rights stronger if divinely bestowed? Discuss.

? Evaluate Pakistan's reserved seats for women.

Section Summary

Islamic political thought grounds rights divinely and debates their scope fiercely — especially gender,

where rereading meets resistance.

Exam Pointers

→ How does Islam ground human rights?

→ Outline the debate on women and Islamic political thought.

Lecture 11: Jihad and War Ethics

Learning Objectives

• Explain jihad's legal doctrine

• Refute extremist misuse

Jihad's semantic range: the greater jihad (struggle against the self) and the lesser (armed struggle) —

the classical legal doctrine developed jihad as regulated warfare: declared by legitimate authority, with

discrimination (non-combatant immunity — women, children, monks, the elderly), proportionality, and
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humane treatment of prisoners. The hadith 'do not kill...' traditions and Abu Bakr's orders to Usama's

army are the textual anchors.

Modern debates: defensive vs offensive jihad (classical jurists allowed both; modernists restrict to

defense), the authority question (who declares — the state, not individuals or groups — which

delegitimizes terrorism), and the ethics of rebellion against unjust Muslim rulers (the Kharijite precedent

vs Sunni quietism vs Taymiyyan conditional resistance).

Exam framing: classical jihad is the Islamic just-war doctrine — authority, cause, conduct regulated —

and modern extremism violates all three. Pakistan's own counter-terrorism narrative (the state's

monopoly on jihad, per the National Action Plan discourse) applies this classical logic.

Key Definitions

Jihad (lesser) is defined as the classical Islamic just-war doctrine: legitimate authority, just cause,

and regulated conduct (non-combatant immunity, proportionality).

Examples

■ Abu Bakr's orders: no killing of non-combatants, no destruction of trees/crops.

■ Authority test: terrorist groups fail the legitimate-authority condition.

Key Points — very important for exams

Greater (self) vs lesser (armed) jihad; classical law regulated the latter.

Rules: legitimate authority, just cause, non-combatant immunity, proportionality.

Modernists: defensive restriction; authority = the state.

Extremism violates authority, cause, and conduct — the exam's counter-argument.

Review Questions

? Is rebellion against a tyrant jihad? Present the classical views.

? How does jihad compare to just-war theory?

Section Summary

Jihad is regulated warfare under legitimate authority — its classical rules are the strongest Islamic

argument against terrorism.

Exam Pointers

→ What are the classical regulations of jihad?

→ Who may declare jihad and why does it matter?

Lecture 12: The Islamic State: Features and Citizenship

Learning Objectives
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• Define the Islamic state

• Trace citizenship's evolution

The Islamic state's defining features in modern theory: sovereignty bounded by Shariah (legislature

free within divine limits), rule of law (rulers subject to law — the Rashidun precedent), shura-based

governance (consultative institutions), an independent judiciary (the qadi tradition; the famous cases of

caliphs sued in court), and guaranteed rights (life, property, dignity, religious freedom for non-Muslims).

Citizenship and minorities: the classical dhimmi contract (protected non-Muslim communities with

autonomy and the jizyah tax) evolved in modern thought toward equal citizenship — most

contemporary scholars argue the dhimmi regime was historically contingent; equal citizenship fulfills

Islam's justice better today. Pakistan's debate (the Ahmadis' constitutional status, blasphemy laws)

shows the live tension.

The welfare dimension: the state guarantees basic needs (the classical sufficiency doctrine), manages

zakat/waqf, and pursues maslahah. Exam synthesis: the Islamic state = limited, lawful, consultative,

just, welfare-oriented — measure real claimants against these five tests.

Key Definitions

Dhimmi is defined as the classical contract protecting non-Muslim communities with autonomy in

exchange for the jizyah tax.

Examples

■ Qadi tradition: Caliph Ali litigating his armor in court — rulers under law.

■ Equal citizenship: the modern scholarly consensus replacing dhimmitude.

Key Points — very important for exams

Features: bounded sovereignty, rule of law, shura, independent judiciary, rights.

Dhimmi → equal citizenship: the modern evolution.

Welfare: basic-needs guarantee, zakat/waqf, maslahah.

Five tests to judge any 'Islamic state' claim — very important framework.

Review Questions

? Apply the five tests to a real state.

? Is equal citizenship Islamically justified?

Section Summary

The Islamic state is defined by limits and justice, not by labels: lawful, consultative, rights-guaranteeing,

welfare-securing.

Exam Pointers

→ What are the features of the Islamic state?
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→ How has the dhimmi concept evolved?

Lecture 13: Secularism and the Caliphate Question

Learning Objectives

• Debate secularism

• Evaluate caliphate claims

Secularism's Muslim debate: Turkish/French-style laicism (state control of religion) vs Anglo-American

separation (neutrality). Islamists argue Islam knows no church-state divide — religion governs public

life; secularists argue the divide prevents theocracy and protects pluralism; the middle ground (most

scholars) distinguishes the religious from the political without separating them — the state is not

sacred, but it is morally accountable.

The caliphate movements: Hizb ut-Tahrir's non-violent caliphate advocacy, ISIS's 2014 'caliphate'

(universally rejected by scholars for violating the classical conditions — no shura, no justice, brutality),

and the scholarly consensus that a caliphate requires community consensus and justice, not

declaration by force.

The exam-ready position: Islam rejects both theocracy (rule by clergy — no priesthood in Islam) and

militant secularism (exiling religion from public life); it proposes a civil state with Islamic reference

(dawlah madaniyyah) — democratic, lawful, morally anchored. Tunisia's post-2011 debate coined the

vocabulary many now use.

Key Definitions

Dawlah madaniyyah is defined as the proposed model of a democratic civil state with Islamic ethical

reference — neither theocracy nor militant secularism.

Examples

■ No theocracy: Islam has no clergy — theocracy is structurally impossible.

■ ISIS: violated shura, justice, and legitimate authority — failed every classical test.

Key Points — very important for exams

Three positions: Islamist anti-secularism, secularist separation, middle-ground distinction.

Islam rejects theocracy (no clergy) and militant secularism both.

Caliphate requires consensus + justice; force-declared 'caliphates' fail the tests.

Dawlah madaniyyah: the emerging synthesis vocabulary.

Review Questions

? Distinguish 'religious state' from 'theocracy'.

? Could a caliphate be democratic? Discuss.
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Section Summary

The live debate is about Islam's public role: morally anchored civil governance, neither priest-rule nor

religion-free politics.

Exam Pointers

→ Is Islam secular? Present the three positions.

→ Why did scholars reject ISIS's caliphate claim?

Lecture 14: Pakistan: Constitutional Islam in Practice

Learning Objectives

• Trace constitutional Islam

• Evaluate its record

Pakistan's constitutional Islam: the Objectives Resolution (1949) — sovereignty belongs to Allah,

delegated to the people; Muslims enabled to order lives by Qur'an/Sunnah; minorities' rights protected

— became the Constitution's substantive preamble (Article 2A). The 1973 Constitution: Islamic

provisions (Articles 2, 227 — no law repugnant to Islam; Council of Islamic Ideology; Federal Shariat

Court).

The Islamization waves: Zia's (hudood ordinances, zakat/ushr, FSC, blasphemy laws) — top-down,

controversial, partially reversed or contested; and the ongoing FSC-driven financial Islamization (2022

riba judgment). The debate: has constitutional Islam delivered justice or served authoritarian

legitimation? Both — the provisions enabled rights litigation (FSC striking down unjust laws) and

political manipulation.

Exam evaluation: Pakistan is the longest-running experiment in constitutional Islamic democracy — its

record shows that Islamic provisions work when independent institutions (courts, CII) function, and fail

when captured by rulers. The Objectives Resolution's promise — divine sovereignty through popular

agency — remains the unresolved creative tension.

Key Definitions

Objectives Resolution is defined as the 1949 resolution making divine sovereignty, Islamic ordering,

and minority rights Pakistan's constitutional foundation.

Examples

■ Article 227: repugnancy clause — the FSC's jurisdiction.

■ FSC successes: striking down unjust laws vs controversies: hudood misuse.

Key Points — very important for exams

Objectives Resolution (1949) → Article 2A: the foundation.
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1973 Constitution: Articles 2, 227, CII, FSC — the machinery.

Zia's top-down Islamization: contested legacy.

Verdict: institutions matter — independent courts deliver, captured ones don't.

Note:

Note: 'evaluate Pakistan's Islamic constitutional experiment' is a capstone question — use the

institutions-matter thesis.

Review Questions

? Does the Objectives Resolution resolve or entrench the sovereignty debate?

? Reform or repeal the hudood laws? Argue.

Section Summary

Pakistan tests whether divine sovereignty and popular agency can co-govern: the experiment's results

depend on institutional independence.

Exam Pointers

→ Trace Islam's constitutional position in Pakistan.

→ Has Islamization served justice or power? Evaluate.

Lecture 15: Economic Justice and the Welfare Duty

Learning Objectives

• Explain the welfare duty

• Link thought to governance

Economic justice in political thought: the state's duty to secure sufficiency (kifayah) — classical

scholars held the ruler must ensure no citizen starves; Umar's welfare measures (stipends, price

monitoring) are precedents. Property is protected but trust-bound; taxation beyond zakat is allowed for

genuine need (the maslahah fiscal doctrine from BNK611's Lecture 6).

The welfare state debate: Islamic political thought supports a needs-guaranteeing state but not an

equalizing one — sufficiency, not sameness. Modern applications: universal basic needs strategies,

Islamic social finance (zakat/waqf) integrated with state welfare, and the critique of both capitalist

neglect and socialist confiscation.

Corruption as political injustice: the hadith on gifts to officials (ghulul — misappropriation) and the

classical condemnation of bribery make anti-corruption a religious-political duty. Pakistan's corruption

discourse often invokes this vocabulary — the exam link between political thought and contemporary

governance.

Key Definitions
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Sufficiency (kifayah) is defined as the classical doctrine that the state must guarantee every citizen's

basic needs.

Examples

■ Umar's diwan: state stipends as welfare precedent.

■ Ghulul: the Prophet's condemnation of officials' illicit gains — anti-corruption text.

Key Points — very important for exams

State duty: sufficiency (kifayah) — no citizen in want.

Property protected, trust-bound; taxation beyond zakat allowed for need.

Welfare yes, equalization no: sufficiency, not sameness.

Corruption (ghulul, bribery) as religious-political crime.

Review Questions

? Design a kifayah-based welfare policy.

? Is a welfare state Islamic? Defend.

Section Summary

Islamic politics commands the state to end want, protect property justly, and treat corruption as betrayal

of the trust.

Exam Pointers

→ What is the Islamic state's economic duty?

→ How does Islamic thought treat corruption?

Lecture 16: Synthesis and Exam Strategy

Learning Objectives

• Synthesize the course

• Strategize for exams

Revision map of the course: foundations (Qur'an, Madinah, Rashidun) → classical systematizers

(Farabi's ideal, Mawardi's real, Ghazali/Nizam/Taymiyyah on justice, Khaldun's sociology, Waliullah's

reform) → modernists (Afghani, Abduh, Rida/Raziq) → South Asians (Iqbal, Maududi) → activists

(Qutb, Banna) → contemporary debates (democracy, rights, gender, secularism, caliphate) →
Pakistan's experiment.

Master theses for essays: (1) principles divine, forms ijtihad; (2) justice as the master concept across

all thinkers; (3) the ideal/real balance (Farabi/Mawardi); (4) modern thought as anti-colonial

self-strengthening; (5) Pakistan as the live experiment. Any long question can be organized around two
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or three of these.

Final exam counsel: thinker questions want context + core ideas + influence + critique; debate

questions want both sides + synthesis; Pakistan questions want constitutional facts + evaluation. Never

merely list — argue, compare, and judge. The tradition you have studied did exactly that.

Key Definitions

Principles vs forms is defined as the course's master distinction: revelation fixes principles; history

and reason design institutions.

Examples

■ Essay spine: foundations → classical → modern → debates → Pakistan.

■ Thinker template: context, ideas, influence, critique — apply to any name.

Key Points — very important for exams

Course arc: revelation → classical → colonial → modern → contemporary → Pakistan.

Five master theses organize any essay.

Thinker questions: context + ideas + influence + critique.

Debate questions: both sides + synthesis; Pakistan: facts + evaluation.

Note:

Note: memorize the five master theses — they are the skeleton key for every long question in this

paper.

Review Questions

? Which master thesis fits the democracy debate?

? Plan a 45-minute essay on Maududi.

Section Summary

Fourteen centuries, one arc: divine principles, human institutions, and the endless work of making

power just.

Exam Pointers

→ Trace the arc of Islamic political thought in one essay.

→ What are the course's master theses?

Lecture 17: Thinker Comparison Matrix

Learning Objectives
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• Compare thinkers systematically

• Write comparison essays

Thinker comparison matrix (the essay weapon): On the ruler — Farabi: philosopher-prophet; Mawardi:

qualified imam, de facto accepted; Ghazali: just king counseled; Taymiyyah: justice-bound,

conditionally obeyed; Khaldun: asabiyyah-bearer; Waliullah: steward of masalih; Iqbal: democratic

leader of selves; Maududi: vicegerent under hakimiyyah. On change — reformists (Waliullah, Afghani,

Abduh, Iqbal) vs revolutionaries (Qutb) vs gradualists (Banna).

On democracy — Iqbal: spiritual democracy yes; Maududi: theo-democracy; contemporary: procedural

compatibility. On law — Mawardi/Taymiyyah: Shariah-bound state; Raziq: state outside religion's

mandate. Memorize this grid: any 'compare' question becomes fill-in-the-blanks.

On the West — Afghani: resist and learn selectively; Abduh: reconcile reason; Iqbal: critique

soullessness, adopt organization; Qutb: reject jahiliyyah. Exam technique: for 'compare X and Y', use

three axes (ruler, law, change) — structured comparison beats parallel description.

Key Definitions

Comparison axes is defined as the three-axis comparison framework: conceptions of the ruler, of

law, and of change.

Examples

■ Ruler axis: Farabi's philosopher-prophet vs Maududi's elected vicegerent.

■ Change axis: Banna's gradualism vs Qutb's vanguard.

Key Points — very important for exams

Grid: ruler, law, democracy, West — across eight thinkers.

Reformist vs revolutionary vs gradualist on change.

Three axes structure any comparison answer.

Memorize the matrix — essays become fill-in.

Review Questions

? Place Taymiyyah on all three axes.

? Compare Iqbal and Maududi on democracy.

Section Summary

Comparisons are won by structure: three axes, eight thinkers, one grid — memorize and deploy.

Exam Pointers

→ Compare Farabi and Maududi on the ruler.

→ Compare reformists and revolutionaries.
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Lecture 18: The Arab Spring Laboratory

Learning Objectives

• Apply theory to 2011

• Evaluate Islamist governance

The Arab Spring (2011) as political-thought laboratory: the youth revolts vindicated the dignity/justice

vocabulary (karama — the Tunisian cry), briefly empowered elected Islamists (Ennahda, Morsi's

Brotherhood), then collapsed into restoration (Egypt 2013), civil war (Syria, Libya, Yemen), or managed

reform (Morocco, Jordan). The lesson debated: was the failure Islamism's, democracy's, or the deep

state's?

Ennahda's evolution: from Islamist party to 'Muslim democrats' (2016 congress) — separating religious

preaching from politics — the most explicit test of dawlah madaniyyah. Egypt's reversal: Morsi's

overreach plus military entrenchment — the authoritarianism-democracy struggle wearing

Islamist/secularist clothes.

Analytical lenses from this course: Khaldun's asabiyyah (old-regime solidarities vs new), the

shura-democracy debate in practice, and the Mawardi question — does order (even Sisi's) trump

justice? Exam thesis: the Spring tested every theory in the course — and the results indict structures

more than ideas.

Key Definitions

Karama is defined as dignity — the Arab Spring's master demand, from Bouazizi's Tunisia outward.

Examples

■ Tunisia: the one democratic survivor — consensus politics as shura in action.

■ Egypt 2013: the deep state's asabiyyah defeating electoral legitimacy.

Key Points — very important for exams

2011: dignity revolts → Islamist elections → reversals.

Ennahda's Muslim-democrat turn: dawlah madaniyyah tested.

Lenses: asabiyyah, shura-democracy, order-vs-justice.

Verdict: structures failed more than ideas did.

Review Questions

? Was Morsi's fall Islamism's failure? Argue.

? Apply Khaldun to Syria's collapse.

Section Summary
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The Spring was the course's theories in the streets: dignity demanded, democracy tried, deep states

resurgent — judge with the tools you've learned.

Exam Pointers

→ What did the Arab Spring test?

→ Why did Ennahda rebrand as Muslim democrats?

Lecture 19: Contemporary Muslim Governance Models

Learning Objectives

• Compare models

• Evaluate with the five tests

Five models compared: Iran (velayat-e faqih — jurist-guardianship; theocratic-republican hybrid;

elected institutions under clerical veto), Saudi Arabia (monarchy with Wahhabi legitimation; recent

modernization without democratization), Turkey (secularist republic turned majoritarian-Islamist

democracy — the AKP experiment and its authoritarian drift), Indonesia (Muslim-majority democracy;

Pancasila pluralism — the quiet success), Pakistan (Islamic constitutional democracy;

military-bureaucratic interruptions).

Evaluation via the course's five tests (bounded sovereignty, rule of law, shura, judiciary, rights):

Indonesia and Tunisia score highest on procedure; Iran on Islamic institutionalization but weak on

popular agency; Saudi on order/stability, weak on participation; Pakistan mixed — strong constitutional

text, uneven practice.

Exam essay: 'Compare contemporary Muslim governance models' — structure: describe each in two

lines, apply the five tests, rank, and conclude that no model fully passes — the Islamic-democratic

synthesis remains aspirational. This is evaluation at the highest level.

Key Definitions

Velayat-e faqih is defined as Iran's doctrine of jurist-guardianship — clerical oversight of the republic.

Examples

■ Indonesia: Pancasila democracy — pluralism with Islamic reference.

■ Turkey: from secularist tutelage to majoritarian drift — the caution.

Key Points — very important for exams

Five models: Iran, Saudi, Turkey, Indonesia, Pakistan — two lines each.

Five tests: bounded rule, law, shura, judiciary, rights.

Indonesia/Tunisia lead on procedure; all models incomplete.

The synthesis remains aspirational — the evaluative close.
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Review Questions

? Which model best passes the five tests?

? Is there an 'Islamic democracy' exemplar?

Section Summary

Five experiments, five tests, no perfect score: contemporary Muslim governance is the course's

theories still seeking their form.

Exam Pointers

→ Compare Iran and Indonesia as models.

→ Apply the five tests to Pakistan.

Lecture 20: Question Bank and Essay Strategy

Learning Objectives

• Drill questions

• Plan essays

Question bank: Q1. Six Qur'anic political concepts — list with verses. Q2. Farabi vs Mawardi: ideal vs

real — one paragraph. Q3. What is asabiyyah? Give a modern example. Q4. Why is Waliullah 'the

bridge'? Q5. 1924's significance in three lines. Q6. Iqbal's 1930 proposal: what and why? Q7. Define

hakimiyyah and theo-democracy. Q8. Qutb vs Banna: strategies contrasted.

Q9. Shura vs democracy: compatible? (Both sides + synthesis.) Q10. Who declares jihad and why

does it matter? Q11. Five tests of an Islamic state — apply to one country. Q12. Objectives Resolution:

key clauses. Long Q1: 'Trace Islamic political thought from Madinah to Maududi' — essay plan:

foundations → classical (ideal/real) → Khaldun/Waliullah → colonial modernists → Iqbal/Maududi.

Long Q2: 'Is Islam compatible with democracy?' — the three-part structure.

Exam technique: thinker answers = context + ideas + influence + critique; debate answers = both sides

+ synthesis; Pakistan answers = constitutional facts + evaluation. Open every essay with a thesis

sentence (use the master theses) and close with judgment — examiners reward argument, not lists.

Key Definitions

Thinker template is defined as the four-part thinker answer: historical context, core ideas, influence,

critique.

Examples

■ Thesis open: 'Islam fixes principles; history designs institutions.'

■ Long Q1 plan: six stations from Madinah to Maududi.

Key Points — very important for exams
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Twelve short questions + two long essay plans.

Thinker template: context, ideas, influence, critique.

Debates: both sides + synthesis; Pakistan: facts + evaluation.

Thesis-first, judgment-last — argument over lists.

Review Questions

? Write Long Q2's three-part structure.

? Which master thesis fits the caliphate debate?

Section Summary

Essays are arguments: thesis first, structured comparison or debate, evaluative close — the tradition

modeled it, now you practice it.

Exam Pointers

→ Trace the course's arc in one essay.

→ Is Islam compatible with democracy?

Lecture 21: Women and Political Authority

Learning Objectives

• Present the debate fairly

• Reason by principles

Women and political authority: the classical debate — the majority view (no female head of state, citing

the hadith on Persia) vs the minority/functional view (authority is about capability and bay'ah, not

gender — modernists, some Malikis on judgeship). The lived reality: Benazir Bhutto (twice PM of

Pakistan), female parliamentarians via reserved seats, women judges — practice outrunning classical

theory.

The course's analytical move: distinguish the fixed (adl — justice, shura — consultation: gender-neutral

principles) from the historically contingent (7th-century Arabia's social structure shaping juristic rulings).

Contemporary ijtihad: scholars arguing the hadith is context-specific (Persian dynastic crisis) and that

Qur'anic moral agency (33:35 — believing men and women) supports equal political participation.

Exam handling: present both classical positions fairly, note the practice (Bhutto, reserved seats,

women voting), and argue from principles (adl, shura, maslahah) — the 'principles fixed, applications

flexible' thesis again. This question tests whether you can do ijtihad-style reasoning, not just report

rulings.

Key Definitions

Qur'an 33:35 is defined as 33:35 — the Qur'anic verse establishing men's and women's equal moral

agency — the egalitarian proof-text.
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Examples

■ Bhutto 1988: the practice that forced the theory to catch up.

■ Reserved seats: shura institutionalized inclusively.

Key Points — very important for exams

Classical majority vs minority views — know both.

Practice: Bhutto, parliamentarians, judges — outrunning theory.

Method: fixed principles (adl, shura) vs contingent rulings.

33:35 as the egalitarian anchor; argue by maslahah.

Review Questions

? Is the Persia hadith universal or contextual? Argue.

? Apply 'principles fixed, applications flexible' here.

Section Summary

The gender question tests the course's method: honor the texts, weigh the context, and let justice and

consultation speak universally.

Exam Pointers

→ Can a woman head an Islamic state?

→ How do you argue from principles here?
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Glossary of Key Terms

Shura — the Qur'anic principle of consultation in collective decision-making (3:159, 42:38).

Bay'ah — the pledge of allegiance by which the community legitimizes a ruler.

Imarat al-istila' — al-Mawardi's doctrine legitimizing rulers who seized power, provided they uphold

the Shariah — juristic realism.

Ahl al-hall wa'l-aqd — the 'people who bind and loose' — the electors/consensus-makers in

Mawardi's theory.

Al-Siyasah al-Shar'iyyah — Ibn Taymiyyah's doctrine that state policy must serve Shariah's

objectives — governance in the Shariah's service.

Asabiyyah — Ibn Khaldun's concept of group solidarity/cohesion — the social energy that founds

and sustains states.

Hujjat Allah al-Baligha — Shah Waliullah's masterwork grounding law and politics in divine wisdom

and public welfare.

Caliphate abolition — the 1924 abolition of the Ottoman caliphate, triggering the modern debate on

Islam's political form.

Khudi — Iqbal's concept of the self — autonomous, creative, responsible — as the basis of his

political philosophy.

Hakimiyyah — Maududi's concept of divine sovereignty — Allah alone as ultimate legislator.

Theo-democracy — Maududi's term for a democratic caliphate: popular rule bounded by divine law.

Procedure vs philosophy — the distinction between democratic procedures (compatible) and liberal

philosophy (contested) in Muslim debates.

Cairo Declaration — the OIC's 1990 human-rights declaration grounding rights in Shariah.

Jihad (lesser) — the classical Islamic just-war doctrine: legitimate authority, just cause, and

regulated conduct (non-combatant immunity, proportionality).

Dhimmi — the classical contract protecting non-Muslim communities with autonomy in exchange for

the jizyah tax.

Dawlah madaniyyah — the proposed model of a democratic civil state with Islamic ethical reference

— neither theocracy nor militant secularism.

Objectives Resolution — the 1949 resolution making divine sovereignty, Islamic ordering, and

minority rights Pakistan's constitutional foundation.

Sufficiency (kifayah) — the classical doctrine that the state must guarantee every citizen's basic

needs.

Principles vs forms — the course's master distinction: revelation fixes principles; history and reason

design institutions.
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Comparison axes — the three-axis comparison framework: conceptions of the ruler, of law, and of

change.

Karama — dignity — the Arab Spring's master demand, from Bouazizi's Tunisia outward.

Velayat-e faqih — Iran's doctrine of jurist-guardianship — clerical oversight of the republic.

Thinker template — the four-part thinker answer: historical context, core ideas, influence, critique.

Qur'an 33:35 — 33:35 — the Qur'anic verse establishing men's and women's equal moral agency —

the egalitarian proof-text.
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