
 

 

ENG101 
Reading and Dictionary 

Reading involves decoding written symbols (letters and words) and understanding their meaning. 

A dictionary is a reference book or digital resource that provides definitions, pronunciations, 

and other information about words. When reading, a dictionary can help clarify the meaning of 

unfamiliar words, aiding comprehension. 

Pronunciation 

Pronunciation refers to the way words are spoken, including the correct articulation of sounds, 

stress, and intonation patterns. Proper pronunciation is essential for effective communication, as 

it ensures that listeners can understand what is being said. In reading, understanding 

pronunciation helps in decoding and recognizing words, especially when reading aloud. 

Reading for Main Idea 

Reading for the main idea involves identifying the central concept or argument of a text. It’s 

about understanding the primary point that the author wants to communicate. Often, the main 

idea is presented in the introduction or conclusion of the text, but it can also be found in the topic 

sentence of each paragraph. Reading for the main idea helps readers focus on what’s important 

and ignore less relevant details. 

Reading: Topic, Main Idea 

• Topic refers to the subject or what the text is about. 

• Main idea is the specific point the author is making about the topic. The main idea 

provides the overall purpose of the text, while the topic is broader and more general. 

For example, if the topic of a passage is "global warming," the main idea might be "global 

warming is caused by human activities and needs urgent attention." 

Reading: References 

References in reading refer to words or phrases that direct readers to other parts of the text or 

previous knowledge. This can include pronouns (he, she, it) or words like "this," "that," or 

"such." References help readers connect ideas and maintain coherence within the text. 

Reading Skills 



 

 

Reading skills include the various techniques and strategies that help individuals understand, 

interpret, and analyze texts. These skills include: 

• Decoding words 

• Understanding sentence structure 

• Making inferences 

• Identifying the main idea 

• Skimming and scanning 

• Critical reading (evaluating the text) 

Developing these skills enables better comprehension and the ability to engage with different 

types of texts. 

Reading and Vocabulary 

Reading and vocabulary are closely related. Vocabulary refers to the set of words a person 

understands and uses. A rich vocabulary aids in comprehension because readers can grasp the 

meaning of a text more easily. Reading new texts is a powerful way to expand vocabulary, as it 

exposes readers to unfamiliar words in context. 

Word Formation - Prefixes 

Word formation refers to the process of creating new words through prefixes, suffixes, and 

other methods. A prefix is a group of letters added to the beginning of a root word to alter its 

meaning. For example: 

• Un- in "undo" means "not." 

• Re- in "replay" means "again." Understanding prefixes helps readers understand the 

meaning of unfamiliar words by recognizing common word parts. 

Reading: Description, Locating Information 

Reading for description involves identifying detailed information in a text. Descriptive 

passages provide specific characteristics, features, or qualities about a subject. When locating 

information, readers scan the text for facts, dates, names, or other specific data. This type of 

reading is focused on finding and understanding particular pieces of information rather than 

reading for overall comprehension. 

Reading: Word Forms 

Word forms refer to the different variations of a word that are created through changes in tense, 

number, gender, or case. For example, the word "run" can appear as "running" (present 

participle), "ran" (past tense), or "runner" (noun form). Understanding word forms helps readers 

understand how words function within a sentence. 

Reading: Understanding Reading 



 

 

Understanding reading involves grasping the meaning of the text and interpreting its content. It 

requires comprehension of vocabulary, sentence structure, and the underlying message. It also 

involves connecting the new information to what the reader already knows, thus enriching their 

understanding. 

Reading: Making Inferences 

Making inferences is the ability to understand information that is implied but not directly stated 

in the text. Readers use clues from the text, their background knowledge, and context to draw 

conclusions about things not explicitly mentioned. For example, if a passage says, "It was 

pouring rain, and she grabbed her umbrella," the inference might be that the woman dislikes 

getting wet or that it rains frequently in her area. 

Reading: Assessing the Text 

Assessing the text involves evaluating the effectiveness, accuracy, and quality of the reading 

material. It includes looking at the author's arguments, the evidence provided, and whether the 

text is well-structured and coherent. This is a critical skill for academic reading, as it helps 

determine the value and reliability of the information. 

Reading: Assessing Texts 

This is similar to assessing the text but with a focus on evaluating the content more 

comprehensively. It includes assessing: 

• The clarity of the text 

• The objectivity and bias of the author 

• The relevance and quality of supporting evidence 

• The overall logical flow of ideas 

Evaluating Texts: Interpreting Visual Data 

Interpreting visual data involves analyzing and understanding charts, graphs, tables, diagrams, 

and other visual aids that accompany a text. Visual data can provide additional context and help 

readers understand complex information, making it easier to evaluate and draw conclusions. 

Reading: Evaluating Texts 

Evaluating texts refers to the critical examination of a text to determine its strengths and 

weaknesses. This process includes assessing how well the text presents information, how 

persuasive the arguments are, and how accurately the ideas are conveyed. Evaluating texts helps 

readers form informed opinions and make judgments about the material. 

Reading: Cloze for Comprehension 



 

 

The cloze test is an assessment tool where words are omitted from a passage, and readers must 

fill in the blanks using context clues. This type of test measures a reader’s ability to comprehend 

the overall meaning of the text and their vocabulary knowledge. 

Reading: Skimming and Scanning 

• Skimming involves quickly reading through a text to get the general idea or an overview 

of the content. It is useful for determining the main points or overall theme without 

reading every word. 

• Scanning involves searching through a text for specific information, such as a date, 

name, or number. It’s a faster process focused on locating particular facts. 

Reading: Scanning and Language Functions 

Scanning can also be linked to language functions, such as searching for specific data (e.g., 

facts, figures), or identifying a particular argument or point in the text. Language functions refer 

to the purpose behind using language in communication (e.g., asking questions, giving 

directions, offering explanations). Scanning helps in locating the language functions or specific 

information within a text. 

Reading: Classifying, Cause and Effect Relationship 

Classifying refers to organizing or grouping information based on shared characteristics. For 

example, in reading, it involves categorizing ideas or concepts into different groups or themes. 

Cause and effect relationships involve understanding how one event (the cause) leads to 

another event (the effect). Reading texts often involve identifying how actions, conditions, or 

decisions result in specific outcomes. Recognizing these relationships helps readers understand 

the deeper meaning and implications of the text. 
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